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being it is a thing 
generally known 
5 E acknowledge 
8) Fe ed, whereof none 
can plead igno- 
tance, that it is 
| 3 for men once to die: 
( for the living know thar 
they muſt die, Eecleſ. 9. 5.9 
And ſeeing the time of death 1 
A 2 16 


|; 0 the Reader. 


5+ 45. ws generally to men moſt un- 


certain , and the Word of 
God aſſures , that after Death 
there will be a Judgment, in 
which every man muſt give 
an account of -bimſelf to God , 
and receive according to the 
things done in the Body ws 
ther good or evil, Heb. g 

2 Cor. 5. 10. Seeing 410 ful. 
ther, that the ſame infallible 
word of the living God, who 
bath given us life and breath, 
and all things, and thath- us 
and our breath m his-hatids , 
declares to us that He of is 
great mercy hath deviſed and 
made a way, though not to 
eſcape this bodily Death, yet 
whereby we may ſtand in the 


"I 1 Judg- 


Jo thi Reader. 


Judgment and receive the 
doom and Sentence of an e- 
verlaſting and moſt bleſſed life: 
which way if it be neglected, 
there will inſue an everlaſting 
ſtate of wo and miſery. It 
muſt needs follow, that it is 
of greateſt moment and con- 
cerument to All to enquire 
after, and ſet their heart to 
that way and device , making 
it their greateſt work and bu- 
ſineſs, whatever elſe is negle- 
ed, that they may lay hold 
on that eternal life, and avoid 
that miſery. Yea, and foraſ- 
much as the time of this uncer- 
tain life is the whole of the 
time allotted for our preparing 
for the Judgment, it behoves 

A 3 every 


To the Reader. 
every man to take heed of mi- 
ſpending it, and to be careful 
to redeem: it, and diligently 
improve it, to make ſure of 
Happineſs in Eternity, not pro- 
craſtinating to ſeek after God: 
nor preſuming upon Gods pa- 
tience and longer continuance 
in the Land of the living. 
Which things being conſidered 
it muſt needs be by all thought 
and acknowledged, that Di- 
ſcourſes of this nature are al- 
ways ſeaſonable, and if any 
thing well done, worthy acce- 
ptance. Diſcourſes, I ſay, 
upon ſuch a Subject as 1 
here propound to preſent 
thee, with, namely, fc as 
ſhew the Happineſs to be en- 
joyed 


To the Reader. 


joyed notwithſtanding Death; 
and the way how we may 
be brought to the enjoyment 
thereof, and to be ſecured 
againſt the Fears of Death: 
or what harms or miſchiefs 
will otherwiſe be occaſioned 
by it to us. I cannot, I 
confeſs, commend the wor- 
thineſs of my performance up- 
on ſo ſerious and weighty a 
Subject which deſerves a far 


larger and more preſſing Trea- 


tiſe, and hath alſo obtained 
it by ſome more Reverend and 
Leatned hands. 

What I here preſent was 
not in the leaſt intended in 


my firſt conſideration of it, 


or writing upon it for the 
A4 Preſs; 
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To the Reader. 


Preis, onely to ſatisfie the de- 
fire of pl loving Friend con- 
cerned mainly in the occaſion 
of its conſi defation, I have in- 
deavoured to make it publick. 
And ſuch as it is commend it to 
Gods bleſſing, and thy peruſal. 
Praying it may be both for my 
own and thy future and eternal 
benefit, and reſting a ſervant 
to thee and all men, for Jeſus 
fake. pres, 
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Fobn Horn. 


Fibraary 8. 167, 


(1) 


e of 
A Comfortable 


Corroborative Cordial : Or, 


A Sovereign Antidote againſt , 
and Preſervative from, the Horrours 
aud Hatms of DEAT AH. 


Rev. 14. 13. 


And I heard a voice from Heaven, ſaying 
wnto me, Write, Bleſſed are the Dead 
that die in the Lord from benceforth, 
rea, ſaith the Spirit, that they may 
reſt from their labours, and their works 
do follow them. 


d Ur Lord Jeſus Chriſt ha- 
» ving ( after many o- 
8 ther things 'of great 


> concernment to his 


9 Churches ) ſhewed by 
4 his Angel to his ſervant 
Fehr, in the twelfth 
Chapter, the oppoſiti- 
ons of the Dragon / or Devil and Sathan) 
firſt in the Romer Pagan Empire againſt 
Chriſt and bis Church, and bis de jecti- 

on 


= - (2) 

on or caſting down from Heaven (from his 

ſtate of 2 as a Deity ) and 
after chat in his ſtirring up a flood of er- 
rours and hereſies to carry away the Church 
with, and how God preſerved her againſt 
chem, And inthe thirteenth Chapter, the 
troubles and perſecutions that Sathan would 
further raiſe againſt his Church by a two- 
fold Antichriſtian perſecuting power called 
Beaſts , ſetting up and managing a corrupt 
Worſhip, and perſecuting its retuſers, In 
thigChapter ſhews him divers things tending 
to animate his ſervants in their conſtancy 
againſt them. As to ſay, 

1. Verf. 1. He ſhewed him the Lamb, 
(Chriſt bimſelf) fanding (ſafe and unmoved 
for all his enemies) apon mount Sion(where 

God had ſet him as King, P/al. 2. 5. a place 
which cannot be — but ſtands faſt for 
ever, Pſal. 125. 1. and 11. 4.) and with 
bim (in the ſame ſure ſtate) an hundred four- 
ty four thouſand ( the number of the ſeal. 
ed in Chap, 7.) having his Fathers name 

( not the Beaſts, either Authority or Do- 
ctrine ) Written in their fore head: (as o- 
penly and boldly avowed yet by them) 

2. Ferſ. 2. And made him hear 4 voice 
from heaven as the voice of many waters, 

(as loud, evident and certain, as if mas 


proples, nations, and languages compot ed 
* to 


(3) 
to many waters, /. 17; 12. and Rev. 17. 
15. had atteſted the things ſpoken as eye- 
witneſſes thereof) and as the voice of 4 

reat thunder ( ſignifying their boldneſs in 
| iſt, and dreadfulneſs co their enemies) 
| and a voice of harpers har ping with harps. 

( as rejoycing in their victory over their 
| enemies, as was the cuſtome in Iſrael to ſo- 

lemnize their Victories with muſical inſtru» 
ments; as in Exod. 15, 20, 1 S4w.18 6. 
2 Chron.20. 28) 

3. Verſ. 3. And they ſung a new ſong 
( as fuch ſongs of praiſes upon eſcapes of 
dangers, and upon victories are ſliled, Pſal. 
40. 3. and 98. 1) before the Throne and 
before the four living creatures ( was badly 
tranſlated Beaſts, that is in ſhort, before 
God and his Church) And no man could 
learn that ſong but the hundred ſourty and 
four thouſand which were redeemed from the 
earth (either from the love of earthly things 
through the efficacy of Gods grace eviden- 
ced in the blood of Chriſt, or alſo taken 
from the earth by Death, Peculiar ſervices, 
ſufferings, and ſucceſſes againſt Gods ene- 
mies have their peculiar joyes not common 
to others, Then ſhewing, 

4. Ferſ. 3. What ones theſe redeemed 
ones were, he adds: Theſe are they that 
were not defiled with Women (with the Con- 
SITY grepations 


_ 


| (40 

gregations and Aſſemblies of corrupt Teach. 
ers, Idolaters, and their corruptiom in Do- 
dtrine and Worſhip, compared to women or 
harlots, Prov. 9.13. and 14. 1, Rev. 17. F. 
for they are virgins ( chaſt and ſingle to 
Chriſt his Faith and Worſhip) theſe follow 
the Lamb whitherſoever he goeth (that is, 
they cleave in all things to Chriſt, and his 
word, and commands , and are not moved 
therefrom by any falſe prerences of the falſe 
Prophet or two-horned Beall, and his falſe 
and lying miracles ; nor by the greatueſs and 
dreadfulneſs of the ſeven headed and ten- 
horned Bcaſt, and thejr contrary commands ) 
for theſe were redeemed (powerfully through 
the grace of God believed by them, brought 
out unto Chriſt ) from among men (from 
the idolatrous and wicked world, tobe ho- 
ty to God) being the firſt fruits (moſt de- 
firable and pleaſing, Mic. 7.1. ) to God and 
to the Lamb. 

5. Verl. 4, And in their menth Was found 
wo gnile (they were upright and orthodox 
Chriſtians, not diflembling with men to a- 
void perſecutions) for they are without fault 
before the Throne of God, ( Nathaniel; or 
Iſraelites indeed in whom there is no guile , 
believers in Chriſt, and walkers after his 
Spirit, and ſo in the light as God is in the 
light directing and ſtrengthning them, and 

= _ thereſore 


(5) 
therefore there is no condetnnation to 
them, but the blood of Chriſt cleanſing them 
from all fin they have fellowſhip with God, 
Rom. 8. 1.1 ohn 1.7. Thetruſters in God, 
and unmoyable as mount Sion, P/al, 125. 1. 
But let none imagine that Chriſt died onely 
for theſe and ſuch like, becauſe called redeem» 
ones, but mind that he adds 
's 6, Verſ 4. I ſaty another Angel flying 
di the midſt of heaven (moſt openly) having 
e the Everlaſting Goſpel to preach to them that 
e | dwellon (not yetredeemed from) rhe earth, 
1 | andto every nation, _— tongue, and peo» 
ple. As the Angels ſometime appeared clo- 
) ched in linen like the Prieſts in the Temple, 
| 
| 


as in Das, 10. 5. Rev, 15. 6. So the holy 
Prieſthood or Goſpel Preactiers may de here 
denoted by Angels, and here is Goſpel 
preached to others beſides thoſe redeemed 
ones, even to all people; but there is no 
Goſpel for any for whom Chriſt died nor , 
and for whom in him no help or ſalvation: 
therefore Chriſts death is not to be limited to, 
or meaſured by, ſuch expreſſions as thoſe in 
the foregoing verſes, or that in Chap. 5. g. 
The ſum of the Coſpel to be preached , is 
that in 1 Tim. 2: 4.5, G. that God wills that 
men be faved and come to the knowledge 
of the Truth : for there is one God and one. 
Mediatour of God and men, rhe man Chrift 


7eſus 


2 

eſeu, who gave himſelf a ranſome for all, 
s teſtimony, (or this is the teſtimony) in due 
times; whereunto the Apoſtle faith, He 
was ordained 4 Preacher and Apoſtle, &c. verſ. 
7. the Everlaſting Goſßel, and therefore 
Goſpel in all ages as well as then. Other ex- 
preſſions of the ſum of the Goſpel ,. ſee in 
1 Cor. 15.2,3,4. 1 Tim. 1. 15. le being we 
deemed from the earth and from among 
men is 2 further buſineſs, at leaſt an effetn* 
al product of the grace of God believed in 
mens hearts and conſciences, as is fore-hint- 
ed; but this Angel in Preaching the Goſpel 
(aid with a lend voice, (what the whole Go- 
ſpel loudly ſpeaks to be the duty of all men, 
Vit. 

7. Veil. 7. Fear God, and give glory to 
him, for the hour of his judgment 1s come, 
(not unlike that in Aart h. 3.8, 10. 4d. 17. 
30, 3 1. though it may here have ſome ſpeci- 
al eye at the ruine of Babylon preſently pre- 
dicted) and worſhip him that made heaven, 
and earth, and the ſea, and the fountains of 
waters; (expreſſions like thoſe which the A- 
poſtle ſaith was the ſum or end of their 
preaching, in 4s 14, 15. but after this fol- 
lows) 8 | | 

8, Verl. 8. And aua her Angel cal 
faying, Babylon iu fallen, is fallen (the dou- 
bling expreſfon implies its certainty and 

ſpeedineſs 


at it, Gen. 41. 32. Rev, 18. 20.) that great 
city (the oppoſite to Fera/alem the holy Ci- 
ty or true Church of God ) becauſe fie 
made all nations drink of the wine of her fore 
nication. ( Babylon is the then ruling City 
over the kings of the earth, Rev. 17. 18. which 
was Rowe , and fo denotes that idolatrous 
Church, called the Whore for her being cor- 
rupted from Chriſt , and the ſincere Faith 
and worſbip of him, forſaking her fidelity 
to him to fallow after and proſtitute her ſelf 
to the Kings of the earth, ſeeking and lo- 
ving their favour, riches, giſts, honour, defence 
&c.and yet (as Harlots uſe to do with their 
Paramours 7x. 16.6,20.)ordering and ruling 
them as ſhe lifts , pretending that ſhe is the 
Lady and Queen of Heaven; chat onely Ca- 
tholick Charch from whom they muſt re- 
ceive all theic Faith, Worſhip and Religion, 
and it may be noted that her downfal, and 
ſo of all Idolatry, Hereſie and falſe worſhip, 
either is and will be the eſſect (nat of Se- 
ditions and Rebellions, but) of the ſincere 
and bold Preaching the Goſpel of Chriſt 
with its inſtructions by holy living; or Angel- 
like perſons, ut by might, nor by power, but 
by my Spirit, ſaith the Lord, Zech. 4. 6.) 
or will otherwiſe joyn, and follow afti r it. 

9. Ferſ. 9,10, 11, Aﬀer theſe, Chriſt 
ſhew'ed 


ſpeedineſs, and the joy of Gods holy as 4 


of 


WO ſhewed Nim 2 third Angel thatfollowed;and 


warned of the danger of worſhipping the 
Beaſt ( eſpecially af er the Goſpel preached 
and the fall of Babylon denounced) ſaying. 
with a lond 'weice\, If am man worſhip the 
Beaſt or his Image, and receive his mark in 
his forehead, or in his hand, the ſame ſhall 
drink of the wine of the Wrath of God, which 
& pomred out without mixture into the cup of 
bas indignation, ani Hall be tormented with 
fire and brimſtone, in the preſence of the holy 
Angels, and in the preſence of the Lamb : 
And the ſmoke of their torment aſcendeth ap 
for ever and ever. And they have no veſt day 
nor night who worſhip the Beaſt and his Image, 
and whoſorver receiveth the mark of his name. 
A dreadful Sentence that might awaken all 
to enquire what this Beaſt and his mage, 
Mark and Name are, and what the worſhip 
thus threarened, and carefully avoid all 
things thereof, I ſhall onely here ſay, it's 
the preferring ſome other powers aboye 
Chriſt, and ſ> is the ſame in ſubſtance with 
that. Curſed is the man that truſteth in 
man, and maketh fleſh his arm, aud hit 
heart diparteth from the Lord fer. 17: x. 
but that that time will be (ad, u ſignited 
in the following exclamation wh o 
the Angel or Evangeliſt, which ſaith, 
10 Verſ 12. Here i the patience of the 
Saints, | 


” 7 ' . 
Saints, here at this time moſt, eminently tri> 
ed and exerciſed. erg are they (emphati- 
wy ) that keep the . 
the faith of Feſms , and forſaks them nut 
for the Beaſt Worſhip but then to bearten 
unto thoſe ſufferings though co death, he 
addes in the Text. 
Ver. 14. And 7 heard a voice from hea- 
ven, ſaying, Bleſſed are the dead that dye in 
the Lord, &c, from the jollowing whereof 
ſo immediately upon the former intimation, 
we may note. Chriſts great care of his 
Church; as when he formerly told his Diſci- 
ples of weeping and mourning, he preſently 
tells them too of what might ſupport them, 
and bear up their ſorrowful hearts from ſink- 
ing: When he tells them he mult leave 
them, he tells them alſo, that he would ſee 
them again, and not leave them comſortleſe, 
or as Orphans; and that upon his ſeeing 
them again, their hearts ſhould rejoyce, an 
their joy ſhould no man take from them; 
and that in bim they ſhould have peace, who 
had alſo overcome the world, ob. 14. 18. & 
16. 20, 21,22, 2 3. And when the Lord ſpeaks 
ff the like ſad things with theſe by the Pro- 


phet 1/aiah ; That all the beaſts wand come 

„ devonr, his watchmen being blind, and the 

bepherds void of wnderflanding 3 ſo that the 

ighteous peri ſhy no man regarding it, and "a 
B 


| (10) 
cifnl men ave taken away from the evil: Ye 
alſo for encouraging the hearts of his 
ſuffering ſervants, he proclaims like chings 
with theſe here, even the ſweet and excellent 
Race of choſe righteous & merciful men, when 
ſo taken away and periſhed from among men, 
that is, when Dead: He foal evter into peace, 
they ſhall lie in their beds, each one Walking in 
bis wprightzeſ; , while he threatens judgment 
to the ſeed of the ſorcereſs, the ſeed of the a- 
dulterer, and of the whore, I/. 56. 9, 10. 
& 57.1, 2, 3. Though our Lord leads his fol. 
lowers in o aſflictions becauſe he ſees them 
needful and uſeful for them, yet he woul1 
not have them faint under their afflictions, to 
| deprive themſelves of the good intended by 
them. His Word and Goſpel occaſion trou- 
bles to them from the world, while they are 
thereby drawn out of the world, and are 
led to teſtiſie of him to, and againſt the wick- 
edneſs of the world: but he provides com- 
forts and ſupports for them by the ſame 
word, by, and for which they ſaffer, that 
they might be inabled patiently to endure 
the things which they muſt ſuffer, 

Yea, and we may further note from this 
Vojce and Proclamation of the bleſſed ſtate 
of the dead that die in the Lord, . following 
ſo immediately after that acclamation, Here 
1 the patience of the Saints ; That the con- 
. ſideration 
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ſideration of the bappy ſtate of the dead in 5 | 


Chriſt, is an excellent motive to a patient 
continuance in well. doing, t ſoſſering 
for it unto death: Rejoycing in hop? firſt, we 
may be patient in tribulation, Rom. 12. x2. 
Did we expect ſtill a continuance of evils in -* 
Death, and that it would make us ſtill un- 
happy and miſerable; and that Death is the 
end and recompence of an holy life from 
the world, it would exceedingly damp and 
take off, che courage of men from exerci- 
ſing patience, an * to keep the 
Commandments of God, and the faith of 
Jeſus : But being rooted and grounded in 
the Faith, and not moved from the hope of 
the Goſpel, we may be there through 
ſtrengthned to all long ſuffering, and parience 
with joyfulneſs, Col. 1. 11. 23. | 

The words themſelves are a command- 
ment, and we have thereabout, 

1. The perſon acquainted with it, J, the 
holy Apoſtle or Pen · man of theſe Viſions: 
Surely the Lord God will do nothing, but he 
reveals his ſecret unto his ſervants the Pro- 
phets, Amos 3. 7. The ſecret of the Lord i 
with thoſe that fear him, &c. Pal. 25. 14. 

2. The way of his perceiving or receiving 
it; and that was by the ear, at leaſt the ear 
of his Spirit, 7 heard. God ſpeaks on 


and twice, and man regards it not, or perry al 
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| (12) 
ceives it not, Job 33. 14. But bleſſed are 
the ears of his Diſciples, for they hear, Cc. 
Matth. 13. 16. 

3. The way of its being conveyed to him, 
and chat was by a voice : Sound or voice are 
the proper ways of conveying things to the 
ear , and by the ear to the mind; and a 
voice is but an articulate ſound. There may 
be voice where there is no hearing, as above 
is ſignified in Fob 33.14, &c. And as is ſaid of 
the Levites wife when dead, 74dg.nlg. 2 5, 
and of the Shunammits ſon, 2 Kg. 4. 31. 
But there can be no hearing without ſome 
ſound or voice. 

4. We have the place whence it came 
from heaven. W hich being the place of Gods 
moſt glorious Reſidence, and Manifeſtation 
of himſelf, and where our. Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt the holy and juſt one, is on the 
Throne of Majeſty; and where only holy An- 

ls, and the ſpirits of juſt men have place: 

But no evil Angel, Satan being caſt out 
thence, nor no unclean thing may be admit - 

ted to enter: We may be ſure no voice 

comes from thence, but what is holy and 
true, and ſuch as is worthy to be received 
With all acceptation, being ſupremely and 
originally the voice of God, and of our Lord 
| "4 though it might be inſtrumentally ut- 
ES, red by ſome holy Angel. And fo the 
* EF? 5 %. Com- 
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Command here, was a Command of God 
and Chriſt. . 

5. We have the perſon to whom it was 
directed; and that was to the Apoſtle him- 
ſelf: 7 heard à voice from heaven ſaying unto 
me. He heard divers voices in and from 
heaven not directed to him, as may be ſeen 
Chap. J. 2, 9, 10, 11, 12, 11. Voices di- 
reed to Chriſt, ſome to God, as Chap. 16. 
5. 7. & Chap. 19. 1.5,6, 7. Some to the 
people of God, Chap 18. 4. but this was 
' I directed to this Saint 7ohn himſelf, where- 
in we na ve, 

6, The matter of the Voice, the Com- 
mand it ſelf, and therein, 

1, The Act commanded him, and that 
was to write; Saying to me, Write. And this 
was an exerciſe that God employed divers 
of his holy Servants in, but is not unjyer- 
fally the work and buſineſs of all his Ser- 
yants, or of thoſe that are accepted of him: 
as all are not Apoſtles, nor all Prophets, nor 
all Teachers, Cc. 1 Cor, 12, 28,29, 30. {0 
neither are, or have all bis Seryants been ei- 
cher Pen-mengef Holy Scriptures, or of 
dF other Divine Matters; but as the ſame Spi- 
4 diſtributes his ſundry Gifts variouſly , ſo 
4 hath he given commands to ſome to ſpes 
eo others to writethe heayenly Truths. B 
neither the one nor the other ſo generally * 
B 3 1 | 
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ting of them; this was an honour | 
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put upon his Servants according as he pleaſed 
for others uſefulneſs Jeremiah was employed 
F< and Barach to write the words 
8” ch his mouth. Fer. 36, 17, 18 Moſes did 
both write and ſpeak to the people the words 
of the Law, and Commands of God, 
and of the Song he was to put into the peo- 
ple; mouths, Dent. 3 1. 9, 19, 22, 24,30. Yea, 
this Gift of Writing is an excellent Gift of 
God, a way of conveying his Truths, and 
of his great works and doings which he him- 
ſelf bath made uſe of; as he wrote the Ten 
Commandments with bis own hand or finger, 
Exod. 31,18, & 32. 16. & 34. 1. Deut. 
10 1, 2 4. and many of his holy Prophets, 
and the Evangeliſts, and Apoſtles, divers of 
them were employed in this Exerciſe, whoſe 
Writing be owns alſo as his own, and there+ 
fore ſaith, Have wot I written to thee excel. 
lent things, Prov. 22. 20. And I have written 
to the n the great things o my Law, Hoſ 8.12, 
And it may be minded, yea, and muſt be 
acknowledged, that in ſome reſpects this 
way of conveying over Khowledge unto 
men, hath che preheminence in divers re- 
ſpects above that of ſpeech , both as 
© 1. Ir may be preſerved a longer time 
Yat is this way imparted; when as the voice 
pf words paſs away into the air, after they 
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are uttered : and ſo kno 
7 1 d this 
rations, long after thoſe agehs 

— — words of month.are: © 
dead and gone, A this uſe. c wi N. 
or end of Gods making uſe of it, o 60 
manding it to be uſed, is expreſly !ignif 
„by himſelf; for not onely did Afeſes write? 
che Law, and deliver it to the Prieſts, as a. © 
„means to acquaint with it, and with the © 
fl works of God therein mentioned, thoſe 

chat had not known them, even the children 

d be born, commanding chem to that pur 
n poſe at the end of every ſeven years to read 

it co all the „ men, women, and chil- ' 
. dren, and the ſtrangers within their gates, 
„Der 31. 10, 1, 12, 13. but alſo God 
fl ordered 4 oſes to 5 the Song menti- 
e Y oned in the ſame Chapter, that it might be 
* a witneſs for him againſt the children of I/ 
„., that it might not be forgotten out of 
the mouths of their ſeed, verſ. 19. 21, And 
che Lord bade 7/aiah go write it ona Table, 
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| 
©F and note it in a Book, that it might be for 
che time to come (or for the latter day) 
even for ever and ever, that thi « 4 rebellious 
"= people, &c. Iſa. 30. 8.9, See allo fal. 
lo. 18. 4 
2. This way the knowledge of things, 
and of Gods Works TY Words, may bs 
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nade known to many more then they can 
by any ones audible voice be declared to, as 


declarations of thoſe. things brought tous 
that were done in Iſrael and Fadab; and 
the words ſpoken in thoſe places are this 
way brought to our cognizance ; yea, by 
this way things ſpoken in ſecret, yea, or 
when we can have no opportunity to — 
our minds to any body, what we would ſpeak 
may be conveyed abroad, and made publick; 
and things ſpoken in the ear ( as divers of 
our Saviours Parables) may be publiſhed 
all over the World. Yea, and 
3. This is a more ſafe and certain way of 
conveyance of knowledge. Words may be 
miſtaken and miſrelated by thoſe that hear, 
and would relate them: many things in 
that way may be, and often have been, ad- 
ded, omitted, or altered But what is writ- 
tenremains fixed, and may without addition, 
omiſſion, or alteration be read and tranſcri- 
bed. Thence it is ſaid, I have written to 
thee excellent things, that I might make thee 
know the certainty of the words of truth; 
Aud that thox mayeſt anſwer the words of truth 
x ” that ſend to thee , Prov. 2 2. 20, 21. 
,” "Bleſs we God for fo excellent and uſeful 2 
- + gift, and for the great good thing made 
n tous thereby, and take we heed of 
abuſing, 


in all theſe Nations we have this way the 


f 
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:bufing, or being harmed by it; for as God 
xrdered it for great good and profic to men, 
0 Sathan who can create nothing bimſelf 
hut lyes, abuſes , and leads his followers to 
abuſe this (as all other gifts of God) to 
>ds diſhonour, and mens deſtruction: and 
carce any ſo much as this while it is made 
ſe of to propagate and keep on foot all 
manner of lyes and miſchievous devices: avis 
too evident. 

But now, as every Act muſt have its ob- 
ject or matter about which it is exerciſed, ſo 
this writing muſt be of ſomething to be 
written. And indeed the thing that God 
commanded to be written, is generally 
ſomething, both true, as it is ſaid, That 
which was written was upright, even words of 
truth, Eccleſ. 12, 10. As alſo the Lord or- 
dering the things concerning the New 7eru- 
ſalem to be written, addes this as a reaſon , 
For theſe wordt are faithful and true, Rev. 
21. 5. And alſo of weight and uſefulneſs for 
the generations and people to whom they 
are ordered, and for whoſe ſake written; 
and ſo it is ſaid, whatſoever things Were 
Written aforetime, were written for aur in- 
ſtrution, that we through patience and com- 


fort of the Scriptures mig bt have hope, R Rom. 


15.4. and they Were written for our 4 
tin, 1 Cor, 10, 11, and write the viſion, ani 
make 


lads Mes 
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wake it plain aon tables, that be may run 

that readi it. That he may be encouraged 

and ſtrengthend to rus with patience the race 
fet before him, Habak. 2. 2, And ſo here 
is, 

2. The matter to be written, ſome faith. 
ful and uſeful matter to be preſeryed for the 
benefit of after ages. Bleſſed are the dead 
that dye in the Lord, &c. Wherein there is, 

1. A heavenly Oracle, Doctrine, or Af 
ſertion, viz. That the Dead that dye in the 
Lord are benceforth bleſſed. 

2. A Confirmation of this Aſſertipn or 
Doctrine. And that both, 

1, By Authority or Teſtimony , the 
higheſt, greateſt, and moſt indiſpu · 
table, Tea, ſaith the Spirit. 

2, By Proof, or Demonſtration, or 
Reaſon alledged; and that alſo is 
two-fold, viz. 

1. That they may reſt from their la» 
OATS, 
2. Andtheir works do follow them, or 
follow with them, 


E 
l 


I ſhall endeavour to conſider them briefly 
in this order, with ſome Application, 

1, The Doctrine commanded to be writ- 
ten, and accordingly written, is, That the 
Dead that dye in the Lord henceforth are 

bleſes, 


(19) 
Bleſſed, or are henceforth Bleſſed. Wherein we 
have, 

1, The ſub ject of the Aſſertion, or that 
wbeteabout it is; and that is, The Dead 
h. 2. A qualification of this Subject, ren- 
he © dring it the proper Subject aſſerted of; and 
chat is, That dye in the Lord. 
3. The thing aſſerted of cheſe, and that 


CW is, 7 hat they are bleſſed. 
4. The time from whence either the Sub- 


9 ject aſſerted of, or the thing aſſerted of 

o chem commenceth , for it may be either way 
conſtrued : either the dead that dye in the 

e Lord henceforth, and ſo it's a more ſpecial 

\ [imitation of the dub je d aſſerted of; or, the 
Dead that dye in the Lord ( generally or 

- | whenſoever ) are henceſorth bleſſed, 

s t. The Subject is the Dead, not the Li- 


ving. And this term (the Dead ) is ſpoken 
of variouſly in the Scriptures, according to a 
various way of dying; as there are that are 
dead in fins and treſpaſſes, but they are not 
bleſſed, & therefore not here meant, Fph.2.t. 
& 4.18. And there are that are dead to 
& fin, and ought fo to reckon themſelves, x 
Pet. 2. 24. Rom. 6. 11. And dead to the 
Law, for ſeeking righteouſneſs thereby, and 
having their hope and confidence therefrom, 
Gal. 2. 19,20, And theſe are in a ſenſe 
bleſſed, or in the way to it, - And there = 

| Tua: 
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that are dead in the body, and as to natural 

life; as Abraham is dead, and the Pro- 
be dead, Joh. 8.52. And that is the 
ſenſe of the words here. Thence note, 

Note 1. That bodily Death and Bleſſed. 
neſs may be conſiſtent; men that dye, and 
ate dead, may be bleſſed : Not onely thoſe 
that are dead to the Law by the Body of 


Chriſt delivered from the curſe of that, and 


from being under it as the Covenant of Life; 
or that are dead to ſin, or rather perſons not 
onely dead in thoſe conſiderations, but alſo 
that are bodily dead, may be happy, in a 
very good, fate, and deſirable condition; ſo 
as that their ſtate may worthily be com- 
mended as very excellent : They may have 
their (ins forgiven and blotted out, and they 
that are in that condition are bleſſed, P/al. 
32. 18. They may have the favour of God, 
and be accepted and beloved of him, and 
they that are ſo, are bleſſed, Prov. 8. 34, 35. 
and ( which includes both che former ) they 
may have God to be their God, and to 
own them as his people, as it is ſaid of. Abra- 
ham, Iſaac, and 7acob long after they were 


dead and buried; / am the God of Abraham, 


the God of Iſaac, and the God of Facob, Ex- 
od. 3. 6. 15. And bleſſed are the prople whoſe 
God i the Lord, pſal. 14.4. 15. And forgive- 
neſs of ſins, and the fayour of God ate both 
| implied 


. 
implied to be the portion of thoſe Souls ſeen 
in viſion under the Altar, even the Souls of 
thoſe that had been ſlain for the Word of 
God, and forthe Teſtimony that they held, 
in that there were white Robes given to 
every one of them, as a token both of their 
free and full acquittance from fin, and their 
being owned of God as righteous ones, and 
alſo of 'their being highly honoured and @- 
voured of God, Rev. 6. 9, 10, 11. 

And this not a little rakes off the dread- 
fulneſs of this bodily Death , that it may 
conſiſt with Blefledneſs , and that it is not 
of it ſelf able to hinder and deprive us there- 
of: Men may be happy notwithſtanding 
its power and force, That's the dreadinl 
Death, that men cannot be happy in, gr 
under fuch as the death in Sin „the ſpiricual 
death of the Soul under the guilt and power 
of fin committed and continued in, and 
therefore that is threatened as a very ſad 


evil to be ſhanned. To be carnally minded, 


or the minding of the fleſh is death, Roms. 
8. 6. a ſtate not to be continued in where it 
is, nor by any means to be run into where 
men are delivered therefrom : As alſo, The 
ſecond Death, the ſeparation of the Soul, 
or ofthe whole man rather from God in Soul 
and Body for ever; the everlaſting fire or 


lake burning with fire and brimſtone, the 
portion 
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portion of the Devil and his Angels, Matti 
25. 41. Rev. 20. 14. This is a fad and 
dreadful ſtate indeed, namely this of the fe- 
cond Death: While men are ſpiritually 
dead in fin, their ſins are imputed, and they 
have no fellowſhip with God; bur yet 
while alive in the body, they are in a poſſi. 
bilicy of being called and made alive to 
God, to him that's joyned to all the living 
there is hope, Eccleſ. g. 6. But in the ſe 

| 

| 


cond Death is nothing but miſery without 
hope of remedy or redemption; This, this 
is the Death then with all diligence to be 
ſhunned, and therefore care is to be taken 
to awake out of fin alſo by repentance ; for 
death in fin continued in, brings the ſecond 
Neath inevitably upon men. But as for this 
bodily Death, that's not ſo dreadful in it 
ſelf. men may do well for all that: and the 
reaſon is, becauſe Chriſt hath died for us, 
and is riſen again. This death indeed, as it 
was in its firſt threatning, and as upon our 
deſert incurred by us in the Fall of our firſt 
Parents, deprived us of all Hleſſedneſe, and 
would inevitably have done ſo for ever, had 
not God provided a deliverer ; and deliver- 
ance from it, had not he graciouſly deviſed a 
device that his baniſhed might not be expel- 
led for ever from him, 2 Sam. 14. 14. Bat 
blefſed be the Lord God of Iſrael, who bath 
raiſed 
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aiſed np an Horn of ſalvation for # in the 
houſe of his ſervant David, that by him 
we might be ſaved from owr enemies ; that 
hath gives his onely begotten Son to be the pro- 
pitiation for our ſins that we might live through 
him, | uk. 1.68, 69, 70. 1 Joh. 4 5, 10. 
And bleſſed be the Son of God that willing- 
ly took upon himſelf in compliance with his 
Fathers will to ſuffer and die for us, that 
we — bis ſtripes might be healed of 
that deadly wound wherewith in our liſtning 
to the Serpent we were wounded by him, 
he _ giv f himſelf the ranſome for all, 
and taſted Death by the grace of God, for 
every man; hath aboliſhed or taken away 
the deſtructive power of this Death; and 
deſtroyed through his Death, him that had 
the power of it, that is the Devil; and be. 
ing raiſed again from the dead he bath ob- 
tained even all redemption of all mankind 
from out this Death, ſo as none of them 
ſhall finally periſh therein, but be all raiſed 
out thereof: for ar by man (Adam) came 
drath : even by may ( even the man Chriſt 
Jeſus) comes the reſarredt ion of the dead: for 
4 in Adam all die: ſo in Chrift ſhall all be 
made alive. 1 Tim.2.6, Hib. 2.9. 3 Cor. 5. 
14. 2 Tim. 1. 10. Heb.g.2. 1 Cor. 15.31, 
22. He is the reſurrection and the life, and 


through him there is an open paſſage now 
made 


pou 


- 
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made through this death, and all the preg 
dents , concomitants and conſequences of 
to life and immortality, even to eternal li 
in which is, and ſtands the onely true bleſſeſ 
neſs, In Chrift there 1s gives ws (even 
mankind generally conſidered ) eternal lj 
1 Fob. 5, 11. in him the righteouſneſs « 
God is for, or unto all, Rom, 3. 22. andt! 
free gift unto all men for the juſtifitation 
life, Kom. 5 18. In him is forgiveneſs ( 
fins, and plenteouſneſs of Redemptic 
through his blood, P/ 138. 4+5. Coll. 
14. and therefore by mean of him men ms 
be brought back to God, and enjoy him 
his favour, and Kingdom notwithſtanding 
this death, yea in the very ſtate of it, ar 
while actually dead they may be bleſſed 
Bleſs we God for this gracious Device an 
doing of his for us, in, and by Chriſt ; and 
bleſs we Chriſt jeſus our Lord, that he hath 
ſo ad ed and wrought through his Croſs for 
us; and imbrace we the glad tidings of it 
with all acceptation and thankfnlneſs, 

2. But yet, In that the Holy Spirit ſtopt 
not there at Bleſſed are the Dead, but adds a 
reſtrictive, diſtinctive qualification, ſaying, 
The Dead that die in the Lord. Learn we 
thence. | 

Note, Secondly, That though this bodily 
death & hleſſedueſa may ſtand & be together 

ye 
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yet all that die this Death or are dead in if 
are not bleſſed, No, we cannot ſiy ſo, 
there be many that dye, and are dead in 
the Body, that ſhall never meet with bleſ- 
ſedneſs, though bleſsedneſs may be met 
with notwithſtanding this death. We read 
of ewo men that dyed this Death, the one 
bleſſed and the other curfed ; the Rich man, 
and Lazarw : Lazarm was bleſſed and 
happy, being carried of the Angels into 4 
brahams boſom ; but the Rich man was moſt 
miſerably wretched, being carried into Hell, 
and there prievouſly tormented ; without 
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mY fo much relief or hope of poſlibilicy of find- 
ing ing ſo much relief, as might amount to or 
indy be reſembled by a drop of Water to cool bs 
ed rongue, Lnke 16. 19. 25, 26. and we find 


mention of a multitude, nay, of diverſe Prin- 
ces with their multitudes gone down into the 
Pit of deſtruction in their uncircumciſedneſs, 
Exel, 3 2. 18. 30, 3 1. and our Saviour tells 
us of Gods killing the body and cafting into 
Hell, Luke 12 5. and that the Gate is wide 
pe and the Way broad that leads to Deſt ruct ion, 
Fa and that mary go in thereat, Matth. 7.13. 
for the many dyein their fins, and that's a 
ſad dying, and is mentioned as ſuch by our 
Saviour, when he ſaith to the Jews, J go 
my way and he ſhall ſeek, me, and dye in your 
fnr, whit her 1 go ( and that was to heaven 

* to 
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to his Father) ye cannot come. Te ave of 


this world, 1 am not of this world, I ſaid 
therefore that ye ſhall dye in your ſins , for 
if ye believe not that 7 am He, ye ſhall aye 
in your ſins, Joh 8. 21, 24. And indeed 
that's the onely thing that makes any miſe. 
rable that are dead : that they dyed in their 
ſins, and their ſins lie down with them in 
the duſt, as is ſaid, Fob 20,11, For where 
ſin is continued in and not repented of, 
there it is not pardoned; and where fin is 
not pardoned, men are not bleſſed, but 
curſed. But this proceeds not from the 
force of the firſt or bodily deach, but from 
the wilfulneſs and careleſneſs of men, while 
they be here alive; in neglecting Chriſt and 
the grace in him, and the ſalvation tendered 
to them; in that when He by his wiſdom 
calls men to, himſelf, and offers to make 
them wiſe and to ſave them; as is abundant- 
ly ſignifyed in Prov. & 1. 4,5. and 9. 1. 4 5. 
Matt h. 23. 37. yea, and counſels them to 
what is good, and reproves their contrary 
courſes, and neglects or re jections of his 
Counſels, and waits upon them with long 
ſuffering, yet they refuſe and ſleight all his 
love and good will, and harden, g heir hearts 
againſt all means and methods dn inlarge- 
ments and chaſliſements tendipg to their 
good; as is ſignified Prov. 1. 42, 23, 24, 


25. 
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25. 29, 30, Pſal. 8 1. 9, 10,11, 12, &c. 
Matth, 23.37. eh. 5. 39, 40, Se. It is 
true that Chriſt dyed for all, even while 
ſinners 3 for the ungodly and enemies, and 
thereby hath ranſomed them from under the 
firſt Judgement, and from the lordſhip of 
Sathan into his own power and diſpoſe , as 
is ſignified, 2 Cor. 3. 14, 15. Rem. F. 18. 
and 14. 9. yea, and hath obtained into him- 
ſelf all fulneſs of grace and bleſſing: So 
as in him all the tamilies of the earth are 
bleſſed; that is , abundantly provided for 
of all things tending to, and ſufficient to 
render them bleſſed in the participation 
thereof; ſo as he is repreſented as a full 
and large feaſt prepared for all people, Iſa. 
25.6. being the Salvation prepared of God 
before the face of (or over again the needs 
of ) all people, Lake 2. 3 1. as alike phraſe 


ſignifies and is equivalently rendered in Cen. 


2,18. and having wrought a perſect tighte- 
ouſneſs which is for, unto all, Rev. 3+ 22. 
But yet men cannot receive the benefit of 
all chis, but in receiving, ſubmitting to, and 
obeying: even as the Feaſt prepared pro- 
fired not thoſe that were invited to it and 
refuſed to come; nay they refuſing it, and 
therein ſleighting theflove of him that made 
it and called them to it, provoked new an- 
ger and wrath to their deſtruction, Matth. 
KA 22. 


(8) 
22. 4.7. Luke 14, 16, 17. 24. the Salyati 


on neglected, is a healing medicine refu- 
fed and not taken, which leaves the miſe- 


rable , like perſons deſperately diſeaſed, in 
that caſe, to die of their Diſeaſe without re-. 
medy or eſcape, Heb. 2. 1, 3. the righte. 
ouſneſs for all comes upon all that believe, 
and therefore it being through unbelief re. 
fuſed , is like the Wedding garment not put 
on, which neither clothes nor warms the 
perſon refuſing it , nor makes him comely 
and lovely; but being not on a man, the 
mans nakedneſs and unhandſomueſs, together 
with the reſuſal of the Charity ſhewed and 
proffered in preparing it ſor, and oſſering 
it to him, lays the perſon open to be ex- 
pelled (though come into Gods houſe) and 
to be caff out into outer darkneſs, Rom. 3. 22. 
Matth. 22. 10, 11,12, 13. the Life Eternal 
r uw in Chrift is ſo given in and with 
im, that he that hath him, he only hath and 
enjoys it; and he that reje&s and hath not 
Him, hath not it, 1 7oh. 5.11, 12. Tothe 
enjoyment of Bleſſedneſs then, there muſt 
de a receiving agd obedience to Chriſt, the 
Fountain and treaſury of it; otherwiſe , 
though men periſh not in the firſt Death, 
they will and muſt in the ſecond : for the 
ſeul that ſinneth ( that Nill and perpetually 
or impenitently ſinneth) though it ie 2 
: or 


(29 
for the Fathers iniquity , nor have its tert 
1 [ct on edge, becauſe its Father Adam eat the 
if forbidden Jowre grape, and ſo th. ſon ſhall 
not bear the fathers iniquity , that pro- 
verb before mentioned with reference to the 
ſecond and Eternal Death , ſhall not take 
„ place, yet for its own ſinning it ſhall die, 
| Exch, 18.2, 3. 4. 19, 20. Fer. 3 1. 29.30. 

de dealings of God here are ſomewhat 
e anſwerable to his dealings with 7/7ae/, when 
ing brought them all out of Egypt ( not 
«| leaving Man nor mothers Child, nor any 
r 


Hoof there) yet He afterward deſtroyed 
them that believed not, for their unbelief and 
rebellious S»ning and going on to ſin againſt 
him in the Wilderneſe, 7ude 5 He. 3. 17,18. 
even ſo here, it's not the firſt Death ard 
Judgment detains any; but yet Chriſt ha- 
ring bought all into his diſpoſe from periſh- 
ing in that, will afterward judge to Eter- 
nal Death thoſe that believe or obey not. 
It is not any want of merit or worthineſs 
in Chriſts Death, or excluſion of them from 
being of its object, nor want of fulneſs or 
readineſs in him for ſaving them ; but ths 15 
the condemnation, that Light is come into the 
world , and men leve darkneſs rather then 
light ob. 3.19. Onely Death, this bodi- 
ly Death puts an end to the time of Gods 
patient waiting for their coming to Chriſt, 

G42 cloſing 


—— — — — — — 


, vu 4 


penting of their ſins, and finding mercy with 
him. All the time God continues mens 
lives here, there is a poſſibility of eſcaping 
the Wrath to come : For God is patient 
towards us not willing any ſbonld periſh, but 
that all ſhould come to repentance, 2 Pet. 3. 9. 
Yea, his goodneſs and forbearance is inviting 
and leading men to repentance, Rom. 2. 4. 
and is to be accounted Salvation, 2 Pet. 3 15, 
Even 7ezabe! while Chriſt ſpared her be 
gave her Space to repent, though ſhe repented 
not, Rev. 2. 21, yea, and when be threatens 
to caſt her into a Bed, and them that commit 
adultery with her, even into great tribulati- 
on, yet it is with this Proviſo mentioned, 
Except they repent of their deeds, vetſ. 22, 
ſo flow is God to anger, and ſo lothe to ex- 
clude men from þliſs and happineſs, and 
ſo ready to ſhew mercy and to forꝑive, and 
ſo agreeable are Gods dealings to his Word 
and Oath, wherein he ſaith , and ſweares 
to it, that as He lives he hath no pleaſure 
( none at all ſecret or revealed) in the Death 
of the wicked, but vather that he turn and 
live, Exech. 33 11. To him that & joyned 
to all the living there is hope, Eccleſ. 9. 4. 
And Chriſt Dyed for all, that they tbat live 
(while yet they live ) bold not henceforth 
live to themſelves, but to him that Dyed for 
them 


cloſing with bis Light and Love, and re- 
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them and roſe again, 2 Cor. 5. 15. But now 
when Death ſeizes on a man and cuts him 
off, then the door is ſhut upon him, and 
ſhould he now ſtand without and knock, it 
is too late; the anſwer from within is, 7 
know you not: Depart from me ye workers 
of iniquity ; No opening then, nor any ad- 
miſfion, Lxke 13.25, 26, 27. the Feaſt ſleight- 
ed ſhall net then be taſted of for ever by 
them, Lake 14. 24. thence the Gulf for 
ever fixed ſo that there is no coming of a- 
ny from Heayen to help them : nor no go- 
ing from their ſtate of Miſery to a ſtate of 
Salvation, Luke 16, 26. in the Grave whi- 
ther we go there us no work, nor device © no 
knowledge or wiſdom, for the helpfulneſs of 
any that have here negleted Gods work 
and device declared to them, and the know- 
ledge and wiſdom here offered them, Eccleſ. 
9.10. Now is the accepted time, now is the 
day of Salvation , now is the day for men to 
hear in, and to work the works of God in; but 
if this be ſleighted, and men harden their 
hearts now, and will not hear Gods voice, 
the night comes and will come upon them 
wherein u man can work; after which 
there will be no more day, except an ever- 
laſting Judgment upon them. And there- 
fore in the ſtate of Death, they that dye in 
their ſias are ſo far from being happy and 

| C 4 bleſſed, 
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8 bleſſed, that they are far more wretched 


then, then before; ſor though they are not 
bleſſed while here, becauſe their ſins are 
not blotted out, yet there is a poſſibility 
they may be ſo, and there is yet ſuch a 
mercy held forth to them as obtainable by 
them; for if the wicked man will turn from 
all his ſins that he hath committed and keep 
all Gods ſtatutes, and do that which iu law- 
ful and right , if he will liſten to and be- 
lieve on Chriſt Jeſus, and not walk any 
longer after the Fleſh, but after the Spirit, 
there ſhall be no longer any Condemnation 
to him, He ſtall ſurely live, he (ball not 
dye; namely, the ſecond Death, Rom. 8 1. 
Exch. 18, 21. all his tranſgreſſions that he 
bath committed they ſha/! not be mentioned 
to him, & c. verſ. 22. But when dead in 
his ſins, then there is no more hope or poſ- 
ſibility of being happy; He who was miſe. 
rable before under a poſſibility of mercy, 
is now endleſly and remedileſly miſerable 
without that poſſibility, Oh ! therefore 
how doth it behove every one now to ſtrive 
to enter in at the ſtrait gate, Luke 13 24, 
to do what his hands find him to do with 
all his might, for ſeeking mercy and favour 
with God, ſeeking the Lord while he may 
be found, and calling upon him while he 1 


with at hand, Iſa» 55. 6. Eccleſ, 9. 10. 
while 
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bile it i yet ſaid, or called to day, not hard. 

ing the heart but hearkening to Gods voice, 

al. 95.7.8. Heb. 3.7,8,15. making hafte 

id not delaying to keep Gods Commana- 

ents, Pſal 119. 59,60. haſting to eſcape 

as the Angels ſaid to Lot when they brought 

lim and his Family out of Sodom, Gem. 19. 

7.) as for our lives or ſouls »ot lookin 

ack , ſtaying or lingring in all the Plain 

f this World, bat eſcape to the monntain 

f the Lord /eft we be conſamed, giving di. 

gence to know , win and be found in 

wriſt Jeſus and being brought in to 

im, to abide in him and be faithful to 

im to the Death, and then no danger of 

deing miſerable for ever 2 , For 

Bleſſed are they that dye in the Lord from 
enct forth. And ſo we come to the Sub. 
ance of the Words, and their plain and 
| import. viz. That 

Note 3, All they that Dye in the Lord 

are Bleſſed 2 hence forth; where 
we ſhall enquire and ſhew 

1. Whois meant here by the Lord. 

2, What it is to Dye in the Lerd, or 
who they are that may be ſaid fo 
to dye. 

3. Wherein they are bleſſed, or what 
and whence that bleſſedneſs is, that 
is aſſerted of them, 

4. What 
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4. What is the meaning of that 

ditional word, henceforth,and wi 

it may import. 
1. By the Lord here is without all dot 
meant Jeſus Chriſt, for He is Lord of A 
Ad, 10.36. for though there are that av 
called Lords, many, yet 1% , ( faith tl 
Apolile ) there is but en Lord, Feſms Chr) 
by whom are all things and we by hin 
I Cor. 8. 6. and we find like Phraſes 
this, expreſly mention him, as He in whe 
the believers. on him dye; thus in x C 
15. 18, they are fallen aſleep in Chriſt 
And in 1 Th. 4.14.16. Them that ſleep i 
Feſus will God brins with him, and t 
Dead in Chriſg ſball riſe firſt, He then 
here meant by the Lord, yet not ſo as f 
exclude but include the Father and. Ho 
Spirit, who are in and upon him ; and 
may well be ſtiled the Lord : For, 

1. As God, the Word with God in tt 
beginning who was God, ſo all things w 
made by him, and He was and is by that 
right and tile as one with the Father (wht 
made all things by him) and with the bo- 
ly Spirit (by whom or which he gave then 
their Formes, Virtues, and Beings) tt 
Lord of All, Job. 1. 1, 2. Col, 1. 16, 17 
Heb. 1. 2, 3. | th 
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2. As man alſo taken into unity of perſon 
ich the eternal word he muſt needs be, 
id ſo was and is Lord; the Manhood by that 
ſumption into that perſonal union being 
dvanced into intereſt in and communion 


rich him in that his Dignity and Authori- 


And fo the Angel that came to declare 
) the Shepherds his Nativity called him. 
ybile he lay in the Manger, Chriſt the Lord, 

ke 2. 10. 11. ſo the Evangeliſts ſpeak of 
jim £00 in his ſtate of Miniſtery and ſervice 

ery often, as the Lord appointed ſeventy , 

ke 10, 1. the Apoſtles ſaid unro the 

drd, Lord incraſe our Faith, Lnke 17. 5. 
nd himſelf bid the man out of whom he 


niffalt a Legion of Devils, Go and fbew how 
treat things the Lard hath done for thee. 


ark 5.19, yea, and even in bis dead ſtate 


to his Body, the Angels ſent to declare 


fi 
{11 
0- 
em 
tt 

17. 


s Reſurrection, call him Lord, as to his 
Body laid in the Sepulchre, ſaying, Come 
e the place where the Lord lay, Matth. 

28.6, But eſpecially, 
3. As Mediatour and [mmanxel in his 
ted and glorified ſtate, he is made of 
dd the Father, and ſo declared to be 
rd and Chriſt , as the fruit and reward 
A his Obedience and Sufferings to Death, 
the Death of the Croſs. And as to his actu- 
al poſſeſſing in the nature of Man the —_— 
0 


36) 
of Majeſty, and having thereon all Au. 
thority and Power inſtated on and exerch 
ſed by bim. | 

To this end Chriſt both Dyed, Roſe and; 
revived (or lived again) that he might * 
Lord of (or as the word 1% Kvervon, . 5 
ther ſignifieth that he might Lord it, or ex Nin 
erciſe Dominion over) the quick aud dead, p 
Rom, 14. 9. and becauſe he hambled him 9 
ſelf, and became obedient to the Death, th 
death of the Croſs, for this cauſe God hatht! 
4.9 exalted him and given him a Nam 

ove every name, That at the Name Ih 
Feſus every knee ſhould bowe both of things ny 
heaven, and things in earth, and things un 
der the earth i and that every tongue fhonli cx 
confeſs that Feſus Chriſt is the Lord to th 
glory of God the Father, Phil.2.8,9;10,11. 
who hath put all things under his feet, and 
made Anpels, Authorities and Powers ſub 
jet unto him. Vea indeed, over men he 
is worthily Lord by way of Purchaſe and 
right of Redemption, having given himſelf 
a Ranſome for all, 1 Tim 2.6. whence the 
falſe Teachers are charged with denying the 
Lord that bowght them, 2 Pet 2. 1. As 
he dyed (it's aid) for all that they (Who. ſe 
ever they be of mankind ) that live (homld 
not henceforth live to themſelves , but unt. 
him who dyed for them and roſe again, 2 Cor, 


5. 15. 
. 
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5. 15. Live to him, namely, as Servants to 
their proper Lord to whom they muſt give 
an account for all things, Heis Lordover 
the Devils and evil Spirits by way of Con- 
queſt, having Conquered and overcome 
them , ſpoiled them and led them Captive 
in Triumph, and ſo hath power to do his 
pleaſure with them, Col 2. 15. And the 
good Angels willingly ſubmit themſelves to 
him as given to him of God with all other 
things in Heaven, Earth , under the earth, 
and in the Seas; and as to one whom God 
hath exalted to be over them, and bids to 
Worſhip him; yea, and they judge him 
moſt worthy of this Power and Dignity, be- 
canſe of his unparalleld acts for us and Con. 
queſt oyer Death, and Hel}, and Devils by 
bis Death and Sufferings, aſcribing bit ng, 
honor, glory and power to him, Heb, 1.6. 
with Pſal. 97 .7. Rev. 5. 11. 12, 13. He 
then is the Lord in whom whoſoever diet h 
1 bleſſed But 

2. What's that dying in the Lord! For 
it is implyed here that ſome do de in the 
Lord, and that there is a dying in the Lord. 
But what's that! Indeed we may ſay in a 
ſenſe there is a dying in the Lord, and in 
a ſenſe there is no dying in him. In this 
ſenſe there is no dying in Chriſt , that is, 


He is not the Subject of this Dying; a8 in 
Chriſt, 


| (33 ) 
Chriſt; ard in him, ſometimes ſignifie if'** 
him as the ſubje& of the thing ſpoken off" © 
as when it is ſaid, i» him we are Compleat 
Col. 2. 10. in him is no fin, 1 fob. 2. 5. 
this ſenſe there is no Death or dying in hin 
He once dyed for fin, the juſt for us u 
juſt „ but he dyeth no more, Death hath : 
more dominion over him, Rom.6.9,10. I 
Was dead but is alive, and lives for evermoni, 
Amen, Rev. 1.18. The ſong of the Saing 
is and ſhall be (as our Deceaſed friend and 
Siſter on her Death-bed noted) worthy 4 
the Lamb (not that is, but) that was ſlain 
to open the Book, &c, He now is neithet 
dying nor dead, Rev 5.9, it is true the A. 
poſtle laid, they bare about in their body th 
dying of the Lord pcſus, 2 Cor, 4. 10. but 
that's to be underſtood either of the fuffer- 
ings occaſioned by the conſtraining operati- 
ons of his love in dying for them believed 
by them, the dying that Chrifts love led 
them to endure for him and his Names fake, 
and that to be the ſenſe, the next word 
may argue, in which he faith, ze that live . 
are al way atlivered unto Death for Jeſu 
ſake, verſ, 11. ſo as the dying of Jeſus is 
the dying for jeſus ſake; or elſe the dying 
of Jeſus is the dying of choſe that are his 
Members, what is done to them being ta- 
ken by him as done to himſelf, as is ſaid 


Matth. 


(39) | 
eth. 25. 40: 45. Zech. 2.8. As 9. 4. 
ut otherwiſe he dies not, in himſelf he di- 
ch not, nor may any ſuch thing be imagi- 
to be here implyed where the ſpeech is 
others dying in him, concerning whom 
ſo neither may we underſtand that they 
ye in him as to their ſtate in him, or ſo 
in the things which are properly of him, 
ſuch a like Phraſe ſometimes ſignifies , 
85 when it is ſaid, Ye are light in the Lord, 
, in what ye have in him, in hisper- 
e, or in what ye have derived from him, 
| nd have or are after him as found in him, 
7 Epheſ. 5. 8. and ye are wiſe in Chriſt, 1 Cor. 
. 10. they that dye in him in ſuch a ſenſe 
* 
Ie 
| 
( 
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re not bleſſed, but wretched , if any dye 
to what they are in him, or derive from 
im; ſuch as Crucifie Chriſt again to them- 
, Welyes, and that dye as to their dependance 
a bim; Faich, Hope, and Rejoycing in 
im, or the like. Nor can it be ſaid that 
men dye by or as coming unto or into him, 
jr being in him as to their ſtate God-ward, 
and in their ſpirits; but men live in and by 
him, He conveys not Death but Life unto 
men in their coming to and being in him; 
is is ſaid, In the way of righteonſneſs ts 
Life, and in the path way thereof there 1s no 
Death, Prov. 12.28. Heath, as it is the 
wares of ſin, though ſuffered and a 
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by Chriſt, yet it is not met with in ag 
from Chriſt as a proper conſequent of hi 
or of Faith in him, but Life: Het 
hath the Con hath life, 1 Joh 5. 12. 
dyed that we might live in and by him,1 7 
4. 9, 10. And yet there is a dying in 
Loyd, that is, of thoſe that are in 
Lord, and that in the view and beholdin® 
of him as the effect or operation of hu 
beheld and believed on, As to ay, 

There is a Dying to our Selves, the Work 
and Sin; a letting go our Confidence 
rejoycing in, or reſting on our own wil 
dom, righteouſneſs , the fleſh or fleſl 
priviledges, and expectations of life fror 
our keeping of or conformity to the L 
of Meſes, or the like; as in this ſenſe tf 
Apoſtle faith, I through the law am dt 
to the law that I may live to God © I an 
cruciſyed with Chriſt, yet 1 live, not 1, 6b 
Chriſt liveth in me, &c. Gal. 2. 19, 20, al\ 
Je brethren, are dead tothe law by the B 
dy of Chriſt, namely by it as Crucified fe 
you, believed in by you, Rom. 7. 4. and 
God forbid that I fronld glory in any thin 
ſave in the Croſs of our Lord 7eſw 
Chriſt, by which the World is eruciſied to mt 
and I to the World, Gal. 6. 14. and what 
things were advantage to me thoſe I ceuntil 
loſs for Chriſt, Phil, 3. 7. and reckon you 

ſelvii 
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Mur ſelves dead to ſin, &c. Rom. G 11, And this 
Mund of Dying may be taken in here incluſtye- 
ly- as that that foreruns and makes way for 
Na, dying in the Lord, and they are bleſ- 
ei that in ſuch ſenſe Dye in or through the 
Jord, or the knowledge of him : For if 
we be diad with him, we ſhall alſo live 

unit him, 2 Tim. 2.111 

hut that which is properly meant here 
8,” that thoſe” that are in Chriſt may dye 
to the bodily ddath, the being in Chriſt 
and the Bodiſy death are conſiſtent; other- 
viſe Dying and bleſſedneſs could not con- 
we ſhewed they do: for 
dneſs ont of Chriſt, ' And 
Chriſt may ſtand together 
exthis ſurther clear, in that 
not to prevent and keep men 
eath by his dying, but to 
rrection out of it; ſo neither 


off 


Devils Plot, the bruifon 


therefore is conſiſtent with it. Chriſt can 
D , = 
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an and will defeat Sathant plot for kee 
ing man ont everlaſtingly from God thou 
hey dye as to the Body, Heb. 9. 27. win 
Gen. 3.15, 16. Chriſt indeed being bee 
ved on, gives forth his divine Spirit and le 
far quickening our ſpirit and expelling Dea 
ont of that, raiſing it up to a lively hope 
in God; but it expels not Death out d 
the body till the Reſurredion of the dead. 
Tie body iu ftill dead (under the Sentence 
of and in the way to Death) becauſe o 
5 (that yet remains in it) but the Spirit 
er inward man, is life for righteonſneſt;Ron || | 
8. 10. thence, Wwe ſee wiſe men ay 
49. 11. and as was mentio 
braham is dead, and Moſes: 
phets are dead, in reſpect of 
man; though they were bro 
ved and abode in Chriſt , a 
thers fare alſo, And this 
divers good cauſes, as I have 
Balaams Wyiſh, as to keep us 
and humble in our ſelyes ; and depend 
on God and mindful of our latter end ; 
ſo more heedſul to the inſtructions of wi 
dome; and that God and Chriſt t be 
glorified in raiſing us up from the 
But now to dye in the Lord in this ſenſe 
_ ſignifies and hath in it, | 
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(44) _ © 
\ 1, A tontinuance in Chriſt ; even inthe 
Faith and Qbedience of bim till Death 
and in Death , fo as that we lay down our 
lives or give up our breath, holding faſt 
the Faith and grage of Chriſt, as it is ſaid 
of che Patriarchs, that they all dyed in the 
Faith, ſa as retaining and not going out 
from the Faith , when their ſpirits lefr and 
went out of heir bodies, yet they wane 
not ont from Chriſt , from þcleving aad 
hoping in him, Heb.1 1.13. And there may 
de * in it 11 ; Wa 
2. A ſpending and laying down the Bo” 
dily life in an exerciſe of Faich and Hope 
in ( heiſt and walking in the Spirit, vertues 
and ſervice of Chriſt, ſo as that the dying 
is in a ſenſe the eſſect and product to the 
Heſh of belirviog and walking in him, 30 
the Apoſtles that ſo walked in Chriſt, as that 
they ſpent themſelves, and Qeengeb,and Jife 
Fir were in the flames of | his Joye to them, 
and zeal for him thence ſpringing , being 
offered up as a Sacrifice & it were, «pon 
the ſacriſice and ſervice of the Faith, Phil. 
3,17. offered. (or pouered out 28a drink- 
Jecring, as the word fignifies) in 2 7 im. 
46. and in ſome caſes and times (as thoſe 
- || before mentioned under the otuelties of tha 
Beaſt and falls Prophet) it takes iin 
3. A Dping io a Cauſe of unn 498 
2 r 
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for his ſake as Martyrs put to Death for 
bearing witneſs and teſtimony to him, 4 
hav bead for the witneſs of Chriſt, ani 
the Mord of God, and for not worſhipps 
the Beaſt, &c. Rev. 6. 9. and 20. 4. We 
may put them together and ſay, that when 
men are,and continue inthe Faith of Chriſt 
and ſo in the love and vertues of Chriſt 
too, and in death, Rev. 2. 10 and by the 
force of that they have in and from Chriſt, 
lay down or ſpend out their lives either in 
ſerving, or ſuſſering for Chriſt; then may 
they be ſaid to dye in the Lord : and al 
that ſo dye, dye in the Lord. But yet fur- 
ther, they that in any ſuch ſenſe dye in the 
Lord, may be faid alſo in another ſenſe 
(which pertains to, and is the immediate 
ſpring of their bleſſedneſs ) to dye in him. 
vi x. 
4. In the love of the Lord, as being 
the objects of his favourable acceptance, 
and fo encloſed as it were in his arms: in 
his vertues as being encompaſſed about 
with the vertues of his Sufferings and Sacri- 
fice,” and ſo in his Covenant and Promiſes; 
and thence 7 hey, all they that ſo Dye, in 
what way ſoever, as to the outward way of 
dying they dye; whether by a fair Death 
on their Beds, ot by any violent Death in- 
fied on them, whether by amore eaſie, 
or 
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or more ſharp and painful death; yea, 


45 


though they dye of Poverty, or are full 
of Sores, as Lazar , yet they are Bleſſed; 
though in the ſight of men they ſeem; oſt 
miſerable, yet they are in a happy [tate 
and condition, Which we are nextly 

3. To enquire into, and ſhew what 
that Bleſſedeeſs is, and how they are bleſ- 
ſed; we may ſay, Bleſſedneſs ſtands in ex- 
emption or freedom trom what's evil and 
harmful ; and in having intereſt in and en- 
joyment of good to content and ſatisfacti- 
on; and they that dye i» the Lord. are in 
ſuch a ſtate even while dead ;. and needs 
they muſt be ſo, For, 

1. In Chriſt there is all that may free, 
exempt or. deliver a man from evil; and 
there is all that may do good, and make 
content and ſatisfied, al ſo all that may 
make one both priyatively and poſitively- 
Bleſſed. | 

1. In him is freedom and deliveranc 
from evil not onely for himſelf, but ſo as 
it may be for the freeing of others, not 
onely fin bath no dominion over, or place 
in him (though he was made fin, and bare 
our ſins for us, yet having dyed. for it, and 
being raiſed again, in him is no ſin, no ſin 
now, on, or imputed to bim) but alſo there 
is freedom from it for us , forgivenes 1 

| D 3 t 


it; and juſlificution frotn it as is fuid. 
Be it knows to ib that in this mau it preach- 
ed tt you forgivemſs of fs, Acts 13. 38. 
Aud, thert i forgiveneſi with ther that then 
wajeſt- br feared, Pal, 130. 4. yea, and 
not ofiely is he clean from it, but with 
Hm deanfing too; He hath made a pur- 
gation of our fit, Heb. 1.3. opentd fonm-· 
tuin for _— and cleanſing us, Zech. 13. 

and in both reſpects he is the Saviour 


fin , both as to the imputation, and 
as tothe pollution of it. And where ſin is 
tzket! away, or removed, evil of Wrath 
and Punifhment Hath no place. While fin 
was imputed to, and hid upon Chriſt , he 
witalſo obnoxious to the curſe, and wrath, 


that was tire Wapes of it: And while 
God imputes fin, and it is not waſhed off 
man, puniſhment, and evil of wrath may 
him; but #s in Him there is forgive- 
neſs of, and cleanſing from ſin, fo in him 
is deliverance from wrath too, either as to 
mifery inflicted on the Creature, or as to 
the hiding of Gods face, or withdtawing 
bis fayour frota it, being juſtified from hu 
oo, how much more faved from wrath! 
both Pofirive and Privative; Poſitive of e- 
vil, and Privative of , Row.'$.9. and 
then, as there iv none hath power over him 
in the feaſt, ſo in him there is chat infinite 
| wiſdome 


ke AM FF YT Y. its 


mn (47 — 
wiſdome and power, by which he js Al ſuf- 
ficient to ſave us from them; and order 
their enmities as be ſees good : fo as he 
can faffer them to act forth their malice , 
and yet ſecure thoſe againſt whom ir's ad- 
ed, ſo as it ſhall have no evil influence upon 
them ; yea, all enemies ſpiritual and corpo- 
ral are at bis beck and will, to do to, or with 
them as he pleaſes, and he can let out or 
teſtrain their wrath; infli& puniſhmenes 
by them, or ſave from, or deliver out of 
the troubles they occaſion , as he pleaſes, 
Pſal. 76. 10. 

2. In him alſo is all fulneſs of good 
where with he may do us good, and con- 
tent, and ſatisſie us; for all the falneſ of 
the God-head dwells bodily in him, and in 
him we are compleat, Col. 2. 9,10. It hath 
pleaſed all fulneſs to ( orit bath pleaſed the 
Father , that all Fulneſs ſhould) dwelt is 
lim, Col 1. 19. the Father is in him, with 
ill the fulneſs of his love and favour , He 
is enough to ſatisfie the Soul for ever, and 


oduce 1 to it that he pleaſes. In 
lim is the of the holy Spirit, and 
of all his glorious Power, Wiſdom, Love, 
Sweetneſs and Comfort; and with all its 
moſt enabling and enriching vertues, ſo ex 
he can buptiſe with it, us, and whom he 


Weaſeth, Ja. 42.1. Mat. 3.11. fob, 1.33 
D 4 an! 


Ivy W 
and y.37,38, 39. His are all Riches and 
precious treaſures; all things in, Heaven 
and Earth are his, Riches and Honour ate 
wich him, yea, durable Richer and Rigi 
ouſne(s ; his Fruit i- better then geld, pea they 
fine, gold, and his revennt better then. c hoict 
ſilver, Prov. 8. 18,19. Length of days: art 
is bus right hand (even Immortality and 
Eternal Life) and in hi left hand Riche 
and Honour. His. ways. are ways ef plea: x 
ſantneſs and all bis paths are peace. He uf. 
a tree of life to them that lay hold on him, b 
and happy therefore is every one that retain: I { 
bim, Prov. 3. 15. 16, 17, 18. Happy in- 
deed, For ; 0 
2. Whoſoever comes into him, is, and 
abides in him, is intereſted in all chat is 
his, and that is in him and comes to the 
participation of the benefit thereof; they 
that are made in him through the grace of 
God, to them be is made of God, i. 
dom, lightewſneſs, Holine(s and Kedempri- 
en, 1 Cor. 1. 30. They have him to be 
theirs, -1 7oh. J. 12. yes, and in him they 
have the Father alſo, being and continu- 
ing in the Son, they are in the Father al- 
ſo, 1 Joh. 2 24. 1» God the Fat ber aud in the 
Lord peſus Chriſt. I Theſ.1.1.8 2 Theſ. 1.1. 
and as they ate both in Father, and Son, / 
they, bave both, 2. Joh. 9. And bene 
ö k 
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they that have ſuch a portion and Inheri- 
tance, but be happy? 

1. Privatively Happy, fo as to be ex- 
Wpted from all that is evil; from fin, the 
Root of all evil, ſo it is not imputed: to 
to them, In him all that believe are juſti- 
„fed from all things which then could wot be ju- 
A fified by the law of Moſes, Acts 13. g. in him 
v have redemption through his Blood the fer- 
„ giveneſs of nt, Eph. . 7. (ei. 1.14 10 as to be 
« Þ ſanRified & cleanſed from ſin, io as it Gall wer 
i, have dominion over thoſe that believe (and 
| ſo are, and abide in him) Rem 6.14. He 
"| that abideth in him ſinneth not, 1 Joh. 3.6, 
| and then there 1s no Condemnation to them 
d that are in him, that walk not after the 
Fleiß but after the Spirit, Rom.$. 1. And 
ef fo there is no evil in their Portion, there 
sevil happen to the juſt , as they are 
chat are in, and abide in Chriſt, Prov. 12. 
21. 4 things work togetber for goed to 

them, Rom. 8. 28. and ſo there is no Death 
to them, nothing of miſery, or ſeparation 
' | from God, wbich is the death of the Soul, 
- | rothing of deſtruction, they ball not periſh, 
Joh. 3 16. 

True it is, that they may have, and aQu- 
ally have Enemies againſt them, witbin, 
and without; but Chriſt is to them a place 
of ſure Defence againſt them, and 3 

8 their 


"C3: 
their Sduls; Their place of difence is oiyih 
lieb, a place of the munition of rocks, M. 
33. 16. and they dwell ſafely , fo as the 
may be alſo quiet from the fear of 
Prov. 1. 33. being and dwelling in him who 
is the moſt High, and in his ſecret plate 
they dwell, under the ſhadow' and Prot 
dion of the Almighty, ſaying of him, x 
ile Lord? He is my voth and wy fete 
treſs , my God in am 7 wil truR, ſurehſ de 
vill deliver them from the fnare of thi" 
Fowler, and from the truly noifone pef. IL 
dence, He will cover them with hin feather, ce 
and ander bis wings ſhall they trat, bu 0 
erorh ſhall be their ſhield and butkler, e 4 
they ſball not be afraid of the terrour by with, 2 
vor of the arrow that flyeth by day. Ve 
dwelling in the Lord, as in their refuge," 
and having him, the moſt High, for their \ 
babitstion there ſhall no evil befal them, i} 
nor any Plague come nigh their dwelling, i! 
Pſal. 91. 1, 2, 3,4,5,9,10- f 
2. Poſitively happy, in the enjoyment ( 
of, and intereſt (at leaſt ) in all ehat's good © 
for as the Lord ts a firong honſe or houſe if * 
defence to them that are in him, lil 3 1. 
and yr. 3, ſo he is alſo to them 4 he 
feuſling or ſacrifices, Prov.. 1, 2,3. and th ö 
thut truſt in him and under the (ſhadow of 
b wings foall abundantly be fatiified * 
x 


⁰ͤ*— n 


r SI, i. > 


$4.11. in him they have, and from bir 


1 feet of tis howſe 3 and be will 


Jin drin of rhe rivers of bus pleaſares, Pſal. 


26.7,8,9. He to them 4 fonntain of life 
living watery, both quith8ing , purify« 
iy and ſatirfing them. He is to them 4 
», and Held, and will give them grure 


12 glory aud ne good thing will be withhold 


them that are right With him, pſal. 


(tive that heavenly wiſdom, that brings 
with it to them, Riches, and Honour, and 
Life, in him they have, and from him re- 
ceive that holy Spirit whoſe fruit is Love, 
Joy, Peace, and in a word, all Goodneſs, 
Riphteoufneſs and Truth, Gal.5.22. fob 7, 
8,39. and 4. 14. Epbſ 5 8. yes, in him 
they have the Adoption of Sons, and are 
honoured with that near relation to God, 
where through they become his Heirs joynt- 
beirs with Chriff, Rom 8, 17. And if the 
Lord being their /epherd they ſhall nit want, 
Phi. 23. 1. How ſhall they wart then, 
God being their Father, Chriſt their Bro- 
ther, ml fey 5 -heirs with him > theſe 
are the fearers of the Lord that are bleſ- 
ſd, and the very fear of the Lord is ſuch 
a Bleſſing to them as tendeth to life, ſo as 
they ſhelf abide ſatisffed with it, and alt 
wr be wifited of toil, Pal, 1 12. 1. Prov. 
19.23. Well may it be faid of every ſuch 
| one, 


one, as is ſaid of After, whoſe name ſig 
nified Blefſed , that his bread. or portion 
fat, Gen. 49. 20. or as of Nepthali, that 
he is, and ſhall be ſatufied with favour, 
Deut. 3 3. 23. and of them all as is ſaid of 
Jrael, Happy art thou, O Iſrael, Javed by 
the Lord, the Eternal God u thy refuge, \« 
manſions, and nnderneath thee ( even when 
thou falleſt lowel? ) are the everlaſting arms, 
who u like unto thee ! who haſt the Lord fa 
the ſhield of thy help and whoſe (word us thy 
excellency, & c. Deut. 3 3. 17.29. 


Object. If it be ſaid, This ts indeed th 
portion of them that are in Chirſt, w hil 
alive here: but here we are to ea 
of thoſe that are Dead dying in Chriſt, 
I anſwer : 


1. This is the Portion of men in Chril 
at all times, whether alive or dead, as to 
the Body or Fleſh, yea, it's rather that 
Portion that Dye in Chrilt, then of others 
for if men be in Chriſt when they live here, 
and before they dye turn out from him, 
and ſo dye not in him, they looſe and for 
feit all this Bleſſedneſs ; for Bleſſedneſi isi 
the Portion of Chriſt (who onely hath 

urchaſed and obtained it into himſelf by 
is onely perfect, and moſt acceptable rig 
| ceouſn 
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tebuſneſs) that though he have it not ſor 


himſelf onely, but for us, yet there is no 
intereſt in it, nor enjoyment of it to be 
had out of, or apart from him; that being 
alſo true, that he that hath the Son hath life, 
and he that hath nat the Son hath not life, 
1 Joh. 5. 11,12. He therefore that tranſ- 
greſſeth and abideth not in the Doctrine of 
Chriſt, hath not God, and ſa not life ; for 
God there anſwers to Father and Son in 
the next Clauſe, which Son is the life, and 
bath the life given of God to us in himſelf, 
2 Fob, 9. The juft ſhall live by Faith; 
but if Che or) any man draw back my 
Soul ſhall have no pleaſure in him: Nay 
be chat draws back, draws back to perditi- 
on, Heb. 37. 38, 39. ſo as to looſe all this 
Portion, and his Soul in the loſs of it, But 
while. any man is in Chriſt alive or dead, 
be is in a full and moſt accompliſhe treaſu- 
ry of all bliſs and happineſs, and in the 
diſpoſe and fayour of one perfectly Faith- 


ful, to communicate and give forth of his 


fulneſs according to his Promiſes; all the 
Promiſes of God are in him; yea, and 4- 
mer, And he that is in him, is in him an 
beir of them, and abiding in bim, ſhall 
not fail to inherit them, though they as 
wo the body dye, 2 Cor. 1. 20. Gal 3. 
29. For 

| 2, Death, 


($4) | | 

2. Death, this bodily death , deth 0B c 

make any alteration as to mens being il... 

bim, it is not the going of the Soul out 

the Body, that is, its going out of Chrif ly 
they that dhe in 1b Led, are in the Loti 

in the time and act of his dying, laying 
down their lives, or breathing out their Spirits 
in the Faith and in the Spirit of him; they 
are yet in him incloſed in his Arms, in his 


favour, and love, and Covenant with bim, Hi 
whence he is ſtill, even in Death, as we 
noted before, ſtiled their God, for though 
Dead men, and as to badily life, yet they 
live to him, and in reſpect of their ſpirits 
fee no Death, Prov. 12.28, Fob, 8.5 1. theis 


hearts ſhall live for ever, Pal, 22. 26. this 
Death is called a ſleep, they that ſleep in 
Feſus ſball God bring with him, 1 Thel, 4. 
14, And as the bodily ſleep makes no al- 
teration in relation or Covenant-engape- 
ments: no more doth the bodily Death in 
relation to God and Chriſt, and incereſt in 
the Covenant and Promiſes of his bleſfing; 
-—...z Child is the Fathers Child as well when 4. 
fleep as when awake, and is nevertheleſs ati 
Heir to an Eſtate given by deed of gift, or 
by the Fathers Will and Teſtament, Nor ii 
2 Wife the leſs the Wife,and in the marriage - 
© rovenant when ſhe lies faſt afleep id her 
3 Hasbands boſom , then when the — 
1 awake 


499) 
Jake andaQive;and cherefore is in as happy 
condition (if happy in ber Marriage)then, 
u at other times, yea, we may ſay of che tun 
al P ja Chriſt, or (which is all one) Dead in 
his tate is better then before, as 
we re ſhall ſhew God willing, in what follows; 
as the Dead that dye in —— Lord are bleſſed 
both privatively -as they are exempted from, 
&ſecured againſt evil: and poſitively, athey 
re intereſted in Chriſt, & in all, the good that 
in him. and to be communitated by him; 
Walſo they are 
3. Comparatively Bleſſed, more bleſſed 
n divers teſpects then divers others, or 
then themſelves in former times. 
1, Comparatively to other men they 
be happy, whether they be 
1. Thoſe that Dye, and are dead out 
of the Lord, they are happy in reſpect of 
them howſoever they dye; it may be in the 
appearance of men ſinners chat ye in their 
ſins are bappier in their Death then they, 
a baving uo bands in their death, as is ſaid, F/. 
73-4 they may ly e and dye in ſtarely Rooms, 
ad ſoft Beds, encompaſſed about with their 
Friends and Kindred, feel little pain,diſpoſe of 
Urea eſtates to their Children & friends, they 
may poſſibly expreſs no fearof Hell, but hope 
they ſhall hong heaven, Aat. 7. 2 2, 28. They 
. when dead, have coltly Funerals,& nes 
y 
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ay (s ) , - | 
ly Monuments, r. when as thoſe that 
in Chriſt may dye grievous Deaths in he \ 
fight of men, of | ſharp Diſeaſes, full . 
Sores and Boyles, in priſons, Dur 0 
yea, on Racks or Gibbets, as it id Haid 1 
thoſe Saints of whom the world was notlf-f 
worthy ; that they were ſome Torture ! 
others Stoned, others Sawn àſunder, orb | 
Alain with the Sword; that they were deli 
ture (of ſuccour namely, Friends, means . 
belpfulneſs, and the like Afflicted, Tor men 
ed, Heb. 11. 37, 38. and yet for all thi y 
great difference, as to the way and outwantf 
manner of Dying; Yea, h we add 
alſo, that they being tempted may try out) 
k 
t 
|; 
| 
0 
' 
( 
| 
K 
0 
c 
t 
f 
U 


as forſaken of God ( as our Lord eſus on 
the Croſs ) yet theſe that dye im the Lom 
are inſinitely Bleſſed above the other; nay, 
rather, Bleſſed, and not at all the other, 
let them dye as deſirably otherwiſe chey 
can, yea, though alſo they, when Des, 
have their Names cryed up of men, as 
they were Worthy, Gallant, Honourable 
perſons; and choſe that 4e is the Lord; Yi 
be accounted (as our Lord was by the Pha. 
tiſees, Matth. 27. 62, 63 ) 4 Deceivers; 
or ( as the Papiſts called divers of our E 
liſh martyts) ſtinking martyrs, mad men, 
Hereticks, &c, - Yet theſe latter, they th 
dye in the Lard , are far happier then t 
other. . We 


and 
oh how great a difference to appear- 
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We may compare thoſe two men- 

in Les 16. 19, the Rich mat 
Lr, they both dyed, But 


ace in their dying ! the one in a Rich 


ol fate; and therefore no doubt but had or 
© nighe bave Friends, and Phyſicians about 


yl tim, and want no Attendance, and after 


Death had a Burial ; which we find nor faid 


bf the poor Late mw, he might dye of 


WE is Sores, and in ſore ditch, and his body 
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might be enpoſed to the Birds or Beaſts of 
prey (as thoſe Sainte mentioned in Pſa/. 
9. 2,3z4 g But yet the differerce in the 
neſs of their ſkate when dead, was far 
more for the advantage on Laar fide, 
then the goodneſs of the way of their out- 
ward dying was onthe Rich man's fide : For 
ier Death the poor Lazaris was carried 
of Angels into Abraham boſome, and 
was comforted and refreſhed with everhſting 
Confoletions, noc to be loſt ag uin: When the 
Rich man was in Hell, cormented without 
eaſe, or end; not having either poffibility 
oe eſcape. from thence, or of enjoying 
there ſo much as one drop of Water to 
cool the tip of his tongue. Who would 
thooſe to dye as the Rich man, with ſuch a 
tue afrer , tather then as the poor 
wan or any of — W 


- ſtate ? who would not rather go throup! 


(58) 
good man, having the poor man's aſte 


any difficult and dirty way from. a. Priſoy, 
to a Throne, then to ſlide -down from ſome 
ſtately, Throne, or off ſome pleaſant Hil 
beſtrawed with ſweeteſt Flowers in his de- 
ſcent ; or attended alſo with the moſt me. 
lodious Muſick into a dark Dungeon, tole 
and rot there in the midſt of noiſon 
ſtenches , pinch d and pin'd away with Fi 
mine, or made a prey to venemous-Snak 


and Serpents, The: righteor hath hope h 


Death, but the wicked is driven away in hu 
wickedneſs , Prov: 14. 32. and the: hope ol 
the Hypocrite ſhall periſh, and be as the f 
ving up of the ghoſt, Job 18. 13, 14. and! 
11. 20. but the hope of the righteous (ball . 
be pladneſs, Prov. 10. 28. 

2. Thoſe that live in the greateſt pomp 
and ſplendor in the world, injoying the 
greateſt fulneſs of Riches , Honour, and 
Glory ; or the moſt delightful continuing 
pleaſures, for theſe in the midſt of - their 
enjoyments are in a ſtate of incertainty, 
Their Riches are uncertain riches, they may 
take them wings and fly away, the" Thiel 
may ſteal them, or the Moth and ruſt cor 
rupt them: Their Honours like Hama 
may end upon a Gallows, or as "4hitheprelsF 


in a Halter; and all their pleaſures in a mo- 
; : ment $i 
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meat vaniſh; and they may come witlf Cya? 
ſuu thd LA King, t learn the uncet᷑- 
maty uf All things bete by ſad Experience, 
falling into the hand and Power of their 
de. Enemies; The pleaſures of ſin are but for 
I ſeaſon; and the reptoches of Chriſt are 
ole fir greater Riches, than all the treaſaret of 
I Egypt „ orlof the World i Heb. 11. 25, 26, 
F The Wenlthieſt and moſt Honoured perſons 
af bete muſt dye, and ehen they ball Carry 
hy nothing "away with thim', nor their pomp | 
% glory Hefetrid after them, Pal. 4.9.17. 
- f | though whilerhey ſive they bleſs their ſouls 
ud men praiſe them as doing well for 
nl themſelyes'2 yet when Death comes, then 
all their felicity in cheſe enjoy ments vam 
like pleaſarit dreams when one awake than 
mp Ying out of Ccriſt, they go to the generation 
the their Fathers, and ſhall ver ſee light, 
nd Pl; 49 18019. yes, then how ares tfley 
ing beought Into deſolatioh dt in à moment, 
er $4 neterly conſumed with terrourt, Pſal.y 3. 
ty, $19. then beꝑin their miſeries never to end, 
ay rben the miſerles of the others, and all 
iel heir griefs and fortows are at an end, nerer 
or; more to returti, and then end the world-, 
an ag Joys for ever; when the dead in Chriſt 
e more inereaſe of Joy, or enter into 
doſe Joys that never [nä end. And 
bouph it's true, that the ptoſperous ſinner 
ed; E 2 living 
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living yet at eaſe and in fulgeſs, ry 
ſibility of Repentance, and ſo in a far 
ter ſtate , then he that dyes in his ſins, and 
is dead out of Chriſt : Yet conſidering 
what ſnares there are in ſuch injayments 
and how hard it is for a Rich man to enter 
into. Gods. Kiggdom, and how ulually the 
proſperry of foole { hats, dare tn 
all ſuch are very fools in Gods reckoning, 
whoſe judgment is according to truth) 
deſtroy chem, that they are perſons tangy 
ing high, but in (lippery' places, and att 
in very great danger of every hom 
caſt from their heigth into d ion, P... 
73.18. and conſidering on the other hand, 
the mn 22 ig m_ 
er of any miſcarriage, in pre . 
ellen in their ſpirits, of that preſence ol 
Chrig, where is that fulneſa of- Joy which 
infivitely tranſcends all che, jnjo@y ments 0f 
this world how: great. ſoever;, ang that the 
are ſyre, and certain of Eternal Happi 
for ever; their Rate muſt needs he canclu 
ded infinitely better then the others. Ye, 
on that account alſo Bleſſed, | 
2. Compargively to themſelves , while 
living in the world, more bleſſed now, 
than then, as the Apoſtle implies, when be 
ſack; that 1. A the Fleſh; be bad 
this fruit of his labour,thak he lived to Chriſt 
vis · 


"(61 
viz, to the ing of him: Yet he 
had a deſire ro depart, and cb be witch 
Chriſt as a thing to bim fat better, Phil. 
1 22,23, for now they ure abſolutely bleſ- 
ſed and happy though not yet fully and ſu- 
perlatively in the higheft and greareſt poſs 
ſeſſion - of Happineſs und Glory , the Re- 
ſurrection of ebe Body muſt be waited for; 
for that when Body and Soul reunited, ſhall 


be glotified, and all che Saints completly 
the 


together, ſhall receive the full of 
fory promiſed, and have to earh ones 
particular in joyment the acreſſion of the 
gory of all the reſt with them; 

And if Cicero un Heathen Orator, could 
fancy a wonderfed Happineſs in the deceri⸗ 
ed Moraliſts, enjoying the fellowſhip of 
each others Souls * ſo as to cry out, 


O praclarum illum dum, &c. 
O that gallant day! When ſhall 


go to the Council and Company 
of Souls, &c, 


>5 Ss. sar SAA nan 


What may the Chriſtian judge of the re- 
vedted and aſſured Society of happy, re- 
hewed and raifed perſom, together wich 
Chriſt fot ever ? now they are ab- 
lolately Blefed , theit happineſs hangs' no 
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longer upon any Condition that may poſſi · 


bly. fail in, as before it did upon an If ze 
continue. And tliough that If was of no 
great burthen ſo as. to imply ſo much dan- 
er as to fill them with diſquieting fears to 
Finder their rejoycing in aſſured hope, har 
ving ſa many ingagements to abide, and ſo 
reat incouragements in Chriſt to,, truſt in 
Fin for his delivering them from, all evil, 
& preſerving them to his heavenly kingdom? 
Vet there is both a poſſibility yet remaining, 
of their ſailing, and other Conſideratiom 
alſo; as of their poſſibility and danger of 
ſinning and diſhonoyring Chriſt, their be- 
ing expoſed to griefs, pains, temptatiom, 
and the like; from which they ſhall then 
be for ever freed, that add a Preheminence 
to the ſtate of their, Death, - as, alſo that 
they ſhall be ſo at home with the Lord, as 
before they were not, nor could be; as is 
implied 2 Cor. 5. 8. Philip. 1.23, indeed as 
to uſefglneſs to others they are not in ſo 
good a {tate , they peri/b from among the 
Children of men, Pſal. 12. 1. Iſa. 57,1. They 
haye no more opportunity of doing good 
to, or receiving good from them; they 
they are as to that, in a place and ſtate of 
ſilence, ' whence its wiſdom to be doing 
good to all while alive, and we have thereto 
opportunity, andto ſet. our hand do what 4 
nds 
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fads to do with all our 
purpoſe 4 becauſe in the Grave whither we 
go, there is no Work which we can doe, 
nor nothing we can deviſe for them, as for 


Pre 


Cl 


diligence to that 


that cauſe, Saint Paul was in a ſtrait, and 
knew not whether to chooſe Death or Life, 
becauſe. for him to continue in the Fleſh 
would be better for his Brethren, Phzlip. 
1:22, 24. bur yet in reſpect of the Saints 
ſate of freedom from evils both of Sin and 
Suffering and enjoyment of the Lord, they 
are much better then in the ſtate of this 
Life; aa much better, as it's better for a 
poor Pilgrim and Forreiner expoſed to ya- 
riety of vezations and hazzards, to be at 
home in his ownCountrey, & in ſome ſafe & 
qiet poſſeffion of aſettled comfortable con- 
tion, or for a poor toſſed weather-beaten 

Seawan to be ſafely harboured in the Port 
be is bound for: and that may be alſo one rea- 
ſon of the addition of the other word Hence- 
forth, And ſo we come to the next Inquiry, 
4. What is this Henceforth ? or why 

is that added? Were they not bleſſed be- 
fore? Surely yes, Ye are the Bleſſed of the 
Lord ( ſaich the Holy Ghoſt co perſons yet 
or then alive, that ferred the Lord) jou , 
and your Children , Plal. 115. 17,15, and 
bleſſed is the pa ( whether alive or dead 
4 to chebody) r hat rrafteth.in the Lord or that 


E 4 keepeth 
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64 
keeperb bis Commandments, Pal. 3. S. and 
112. 1. But this word Heneeforth, may be 
two ways referred, as was ſignified before, 
namely, either 
1. To the word Bleſſed the thing aſſertei 
of thoſe that dye in the Lora, as if ty tiat 
dye at any time in the Lord are theaceſorth 
Bleſſed, even from the time of their Death, 
and then it is not ſaid ſo to imply , they 
were not in a bleſſed way before, br in the 
way to Bleſſedneſs; But to imply that 
bleſſedneſs may rather, or more properly 
from that time be ſtiled theirs, as more 
actually and abſolutely the ſubjects of it, 
they were rather but in the way to it before 
then injoyers of it, though being upright 
and perfect in the way they bad the Blef 
ſing of God with and upon them, and were 
bleſſed therein; bur yet, as we ſaid before, 
there was an If upon them, If they conti 
nue to the end, Col. 1. 23. If ye continue in 
the Faith groundid and ſertled, and not be 
moved away from the hope of the GofBel. He 
that endures to the end ſhall be ſaved, Matth. 
24. 13. be thou faithful to the death, and I 
will give thee 4 crown of life, Rev. 2. 10, 
but if the righteous man ( how long ſoever 
he hath been righteons , and how near ſo- 
ever to the prize he be come) un from hi 
righteouſneſs and commit iniguity hr ſoall 2 
| EzeK, 


— 


Ezek. 33, 13, 18. There were fomeof the 
I'racktes that held out till they were cloſe 
by the borders of Canday , till che Forti» 
eth year of their March, and till they had 
leen the Cocqueſt over the Aworites , and 
yet then committing Fornication with the 
Daughters of Mob, and eating the Sacri- 
fices of the Dead, they periſnhed and went 
not over ordan; To admotiſh us, that 
though there is no fear or danger to the 
diligent and circumſpect, yer it's dange- 
roas at any time to grow remiſs becanſe a 
poſſibility at any time of a miſcarriage till 
the field be worme, the warfate be accom- 
pliſhed. And therefore our Saviour ſaith to 
bis Difciples, Take led leaſt at any time 
(bow near ſoever you be come to the Gao) 
your l be vnrreharied With ſarfeiting 
, d dr ambenneeſs, and cares of thi life, and 
„tat day come ap you un are, for as 4 
n {| [ware fall it cone upon all thoſe that dwell 
e | pon the face of the earth, Watch ye there · 
| fore, and pray always, that ye may be ac- 
„counted worthy to eſcape all theſe things, and 
If to aal before the Son of mm, Luke 21. 
> | 34, 35, 36+ Sometimes a Ship chat hath 
r | eſcaped the dangers of the Sea, may through 
- | careleſheſs ſink and be loſt at the entrance 
4 | inco che Harbour; but when in the Har- 
bour then it's ſafe, It is fo however _ 
alter 
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after Death there is 50 miſcarriage, Heuce | 


forth ( faith the. Apoſtle, when ready to 
be offered up, and his departure was at 


hand) i [aid up for me theicrown of righ- 


teonſneſs , 2 Tim. 4. 8. ahenupheir ſtate is 
fixed; no paſſing or falling from Paradiſe 
again; -whea that's attained, no going 
thence to the place of Torment, Lule 16. 
26. Tea, they are thenceforth not onely 
more abſolutely and aſſuredly bleſſed, but 
alſo, more fully as to attainment being then 
at home with Chriſt, as we ſaid before, 
from the time of their Death and before 
the Reſurrection. Though the fulneſs of, 
their Bleſſedneſs is not till then, yet both 
a more full enjoyment is had from the 
time of their death then before ( they go 


not to Purgatory then ſurely, for then aſter 


death their caſe would be ſadder then 
before ) and alſo a certainty of the 
enjoyment of that  fulneſs. in the 
time thereof, Jt is laid up in a ſure and 
ſafe Cuſtody to be given. forth by a moſt 
faithful and righteous hand, yea, the word, 
there in 2 Tim. 4 #. rendred, laid up", is 
the ſame that's uſed of Death and Judg- 
ment in Heb. g. 21 and there tranſlated, 


Appointed, 10 as we may ſay, that it is 
not more certainly Decreed that: men Dye 
once and come to pudgement, then it is, 
that 


. 
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That they who finiſh” their Courſe in tlie 
Lord and keep. the Faith, ſhall receive the 
ſoll and final reward of the Crown of 
„Rihcebuſneſs. g Az 

s' 2: Or elſe the word (Henceforth) may 
e | have & peculiar reſpect to the times before 
z [| mentioned , end to the Subject thoſe: that 
Dye in the Lord, with reference to the 
mes in the rage of the Beaſt , when the 
© || greateſt exerciſe ſhall be of the Saints pati- 
1 | ence when their patience ſhall be admi- 
; [able patience indeed, and they that then 
> | abide. will be eminently and to purpoſe 
f, | keepers, of Gods Commandments, and of 
) 

ö 

| 


the Faith of Jeſus; from that time | Bleſſed 

are the Dead that dye in the Lord, not as 

if they that indeed Dye in the Lord be- 

| yoo were not Bleſſed , but to ſigniſie ei- 
er, 

1. The great miſerjes that will attend 

+ | thoſe times through the oppreſſion of An- 

| I tichriſt , that it will be a wonderful perils 

ons and calamitous time, fo that it will be 

I: great mercy to be well gone out of it, ſo 

Iss but to be and Dye in che Lord ; yea, 

dhe ſooner the better, like that in Eccleſ. 

4.13 where the Wiſeman conſiderinꝑ the 

pre ſſioms done under the Fun, and bebold- 

ing the tears of the oppreſſed, and thit they 

bad no, owforter,that on the oppreſſours fide is 


Power 


o 
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that were alrondy 
— = living which were yt ali 
This ſenſe of the words ſuits well alfo with 
that reading, or Tranſtation of the word 
that fome judge the righcer here, viz. ta 
Ahe in the Lord iperdily. And this mak 

ſo: be ſo, becauſe of what reſults ſrom t 
* h * difficulty of holding ſul 

2. The grear diffic 0 
the Faith and profeſſion of it, and dun. 
ger of falling it that will then be, 
as our Saviour faith, hes the Sun of 
man comes, ſhalt be find faith on the earth 
Luke 18. 8. trucly in a ſeuſe, at other 
times men may he in the Lord, that iy, 
in an external Profeſſion and acknowiedg 
ment of bim according to truth, 

Lord, Lord, and yet not be bleſſed, nor 
enter the Kingdom being not indeed and 
heartily doers of Gods will; but it may 
be ſignied that Henctforth, from the 
time of the Beaſts fore Rage, and the fad 
Perſecutions thence enſuing, none ſhall 
be able to make a right proſeſſion of the 
Faith, ſo as to petſevere to Death in it, 
but ſuch as be indeed Saints and perſons 
indued with ſingular patience; real and 
hearty keepers of Gods Command ments , 
and therefore all that dye in the a 
ion 


| (69) 
e of che Faith then realy Bleiſed and 
Hippy. Orelfe allo, ' © 

3: To ſigniſie à more eminent degree 
of Bleſſedneſs to be the portion of thoſe 
that then hall hold out fo as to Dye 5n 
the Lord , a bleſſedneſs proportionable to 
that very ſad wo and miſery threztened to 
a the Beaſt-worſhippers, verſ 9, 10, 17. 
iter the Preaching of the Everfalting Go- 
—_ downfat-of | Baby/ow declared, as 

ſe Beaſtworſhippers ſha# drink of the 
Wine of the Wrath of God, ponred out with. 
ut mixture into the Cup ef buy Indignati- 
, and ſhall be tormented with Fire and 
Brimribone in the prefence of the. holy An- 
gelt, and in the preſence of the Lamb, and 
the ſmoke of sbeir torment aſcends up for 
wer and ever. Aud they haveno reſt day 
ner night, A moſt dreadful Sentence, able 
to deter any one from Worſhipping him: 
On the other fide here is @ like excellent 
manger of Bleſſodneſs ſignified to be the 
portion of thoſe chat dye in the Lord, to 
ahure the s of God, or ny of the 
Peaple to whom the Goſpet is Preached to 
the-worſhip of God, and conftaney to 
Christ, againſt the Beaſt; that they that 
die in the Lord. fhall upen their Death be 
bleſſed with a witneſs, more abundantly 
bleſſed, as the word Bleſſed, ſometimes ſeems 
to 
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to ſignifiei; a in Rer. 20. 6. for as-#t'sn 
aggravation of ſin when it is 'againſt*ligh 
and warning, and brings the greater and 
ſeverer judgment ; whereas che time 5þ 
nora God winks at, Acts 17. 30, "$1, 
Heb a & 10, 20, 29. So it's anhang 
mentation of Virtue to be good in "the 
worſt of times, and to clea ve to God and 
Chriſt. againſt the greateſt diſcouragementy 
and oppoſitions ; and they that ſo do, ſhall 
receive the greater bleſſedneſs as their re- 
ward. | 
But we ſhall have; occaſion to Confider ©: | 
wherein they may be ſaid to be more chief- | 
ly bleſſed, in ſpeaking to the other pan 
. 
| 
| 
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of the Text, viz, 
2. The Confirmation of this truth aſſer- 
ted, which is twofold, 
1. By Authority, 
2. By Argument and Evidence. 
1. By Authority; The teſtimony of au- 
| thentick Witneſſes is a good evidence f 
any matter of fact aſſerted, or of any mat- 
[ ter whereof- they have ſufficient cogniſance. 
Now here we have the Authority and 
| Teſtimony;;of one that is as good as, yea 
| better then ten thouſand, even the Spirit, 
which is the Truth: 7ea, ſaith the Spi- 


II. 


By 
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71 | 
By the Spirit, is meant the Hay Spirit, 
the Spirit of Truth; for He is Emphatical- 
ly The Spirit; and is divers times fo cal. 
led in this Book, as in Rev. 2. and 3. He is 
ſo called ſeven times, vid. in the doſe of 
every Epiſtle where it is ſaid, Let h that 
hath an ear hear what the Spirit ſaith to 
the Churches, And in Chap 22. 17. Tbe 
Spirit and the Bride ſay, Come. And that 
he is a ſufficient Witneſs to any thing he 
daith and Teſtifies to, is evident in 
that | 

1, He is perfect in underflanding and 


knowledge, being the Spirit of Wiſdome, 


Underſtanding, Counſel and Knowledge, Ila. 
11.2, He that ſearcheth all things even the 
deep things of God, 1 Cor. 2. 10.  There* 
fore He cannot erre or miſtake, And 
then 

2. He the Spirit of Truth, Joh, 14. 16, 
17, yea, The truth; and therefore it is 
He that beareth witneſs to Chriſt and the 
things of him, 1 Joh. 5, 6. therefore he 
neither will nor can lie; for he is one with 
the Father, and with the Son, one God. And 
God cannot lie, deceive or falſifie ; wie- 
kedneſs and falſhood are an abomination to 
him and to his lips, Prov. 8. 7, 8. there- 
fore every one that hath an ear may well 
bear, as he is bid , what he faith, * 
n . e 
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he faich S this Aﬀertion, Tea; did men.onely 
Nay it, — 2 bo queſtioned, aad if - 
fay otherwiſe now, ir is no matter. A 
men are too prone to lie; but the Holy 
Spirit is to be firmely believed; becauſe whit 
ever te faith is pute and true. Nov he in 
reftifying of Chriſt in ihe Goſpel witneſſes 
nothing Life to be in Cheift; and to 
be the portion of thoſe that believe in him, 
that the believer in him fhall not periſh 
whateves death come upon him, or what: 
ever trouble; but ſhall have everlaſling life, 
yea, in a ſort he hath it, for he that hath 
the Son hath life, ſaich the Record which 
God gives us of his Son, 1 Job. 5. 11,13. 
and in teſtifying of fuch as are righteous 
men and merciful, taken away and periſh 
ing from among men in ſuch an evil day 
When all the Beaſts come to devonr, he ſaith 
they enter into peace. and reſÞ in their beds, 
tach one walking in his uprighteouſneſs, Ila 
16.9. & 37. L. 2. chat teſtimony the Holy 
Ghoſt that ſpake in the prophets ( and 
2 in J/aiah, Act. 28, 25). 
reth. - 
2. By Demonſtration, Ar and 
Evidence, evidencing in what are bleſ. 
fed, viz. That they may reſt from vheir la- 
lou and t heir works do follow them. Where- 
in are two particular: 
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Firſt, That they may Reſt from their 
Labowrs. | | 
Secondly, Aud their Works ao follow 
them, or, folliaw with then. 
| Wherein is implied, 
Note 1. That they thats dye i» the Lord 
(and eſpecially from the time of the Beaſts 
rage, and the great exerciſe of the Saints 
patience ) have Labours and Services, that 
in the time of cheir life they are imployed 
in, indeed al things are ful of Labour, 
man camot utter it, Eccleſ. 1. 8. and the 
Saints have their portion of Labours more 
eſpecially in or in more eſpecial manner of 
labours. There i a man Whoſe Labour is in 
Wiſdom , and in Knowledge , and E- 
quity, Eecleſ. 2. 2 1. and in ſuch things the 
Saints and holy men do labour too, they 


labour in the Lord, 1 Cor. 15. 58, But 


here the word «/cd, ſignifies a toilſome la- 
bour, yea, as ſome note of it, a painful, 
weariſome, ſpending labour: Yea, ſome- 
times variety of Tribulations , Calamities, 
and Croſſes; ſo as ſometimes to threaten 
Death, And fo we find the word Labour 
often joyned with Toil , or words of Af- 
fiction, as in Cen. 5. 19, the Work and 
Tail of our hands, are joyned together, as 
Work and Labour here; and toyl of the 
bands may well anſwer to labour here, in 

F Cen. 


Gen. 31.42. Pacob faith, God hath ſeen my 
affliftion and the labour of my hands : when 
he ſpeaks of that troubleſome labour, in 
which the Drought by day conſumed him, 
and the Froſt by night, and the- ſleep de- 
parted from his eyes, ver. 40. And the 
hike is uſed of the rigorous: and afffictive 
Service and Labour which che 1/raclite 
were put to in Egypt, when they were 
made to grone urder their Burthens, fo as 
their hves were bitter with hard bondage 
in morter and brick, and in all manner of 
ſervice in the field, when all their Service 
chat they ſerved wes wi.h riguur , Exod, 
1. 13, 14. wich 2. 24. Of this: Moſes in- 
ſtruts them to ſay, the Lord looked on 
eur affiiti,n, and on onr labour and oppreſ- 
Gon, Deut. 26.7. and in P/al. 90. 10. It's 
joyned with ſorrows when it is {aid of men, 
that if by reaſon of ſtrength we attain to 
fowrſcore years, yet then u our ſtrength la- 
bour and ſorrom; where Labour cannot fo 
properly ſigrifie work and ſervice ,»for a- 
las then men are paſt that; but rather coil, 
and exerciſe - as; Solomon joyns together, 
Labour and vexation of heart, Eccleſ. 2.22. 
and peremiab complains, wherefore came I 
out of the wamb to ſee Labour and ſorrow ? 
Jer 20, 18, And that which we read in 
the Text, Trouble, is in the Margin, accord; 


ing 
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(75) | 
ding to the Neher, Labour, Job F. 7. 
And ſurely, eſpecially in times of great 
perſecution, there is labour ard ſorrow 
more abundantly to exerciſe them, as both 
in Feremiah's, and the time here ſpoken 
of, Lea, labour and buſineſs is generally, 
with exerciſe, grief, and trouble, the por- 
tion here of them that will live godly in 
Chriſt Feſws, 2 Tim. 3. 12. both in reſpect 
of civil and outward concerns for the bo- 
dy, weakneſſes, infirmities, ſickneſe, pain: 
and in reſpect of the labours, grieſs, and 
travails of the Soul for themſelves and o- 
thers, (temptations allo from Sathan, per- 
fecutions from men; and much care and 
exefciſe of ſpirit?) chat they might obtain 
the f race and ſavour of God, with Chriſt 
and be found in lum, and ſerve their ge- 
neration according to his will. In which 
ſenſe alſo, ul 

2. Labour firſt goes beſore and then 
Eating, Keſt or Reward follows after; no 
in joy ment of the bleſſed ſtate of Reſt, but 
for the labourers, 1 Cor. 9. 10. The huſ- 
bandm.n firſt labon ing muſt be partaker 
of the fruits, 2 Tim. 2 6. Six days ſhalt 
thou labour, goes before the ſeventh is the Sal- 
bath of the Lord thy God, the reſt apphinted by 
him, namely, for chee to reſt in, Exod. 20. 9. 


10. chere is Labour that we may be found in 
F 2 Chriſt, 


7 ' v 
Chriſt , or be accepted of / him whether pre- 
ſent or abſent, 2 Cor. 5. 9. and laboxy in the 
Lord to be performed and undergone 1 Cor. 
15. 58. Through much affiiftion we muſt 
enter the Kingdom of God, Acts 14. 22. 
Service to God, and ſufferings to be un- 
dergone both for and from God , andthe 
will of God in all to be done before we 
receive the Promiſe, the recompenſe of re- 
ward, Heb. 10. 35, 36. yea, and there 
muſt be faithſulneſs in this too to the 
Death, elſe no blefſedneſs, they that 
endure temptation, and patiently continue 
in well doing, are the bleſſed that ſhall have 
Everlaſting life, & receive the crown & king- 
dom, Luke 22.28, 29, 30 Pm. 1. 1 2. Rom. 2. 7. 
But then it is ſpoken out plainly, that 

3. They that endure and are faithful 
to the Death (and eſpgcially in ſuch fad 
times of tryal ) ſo as to dye in the Lord, 
they are bleſſed in this, that they Reſt from 
their Labowrs God is a merciful & righteous 
God, and he hath prepared, and there 
remains a reſt for his people, Heb. 4. 9. 
He that would have a Sabbath or day of 
reſt for Servants and Catrel now, one in 
every ſeven days, that they might reſt , 
Deut 5. 14. He will certainly give reſt 
to his wearied, tired, toild People, Chil- 
dren and Servants that have laboured — 

a 


077) 
had no reſt here. He calls us to himſelf to 
give us reſt for our. Souls, and to give us 
reſt too with himfelf from our Labours, 
Matth. 11. 28, 29. and his reſt is glors- 
aus, Ia. 11.10 Re from their forrow 
and fear and hard Bondage wherein they 
were made te ſerve, faith Jſaiah 14. 3. 
Reſt with the Apoſtles, when they that 
are at reſt and eaſe here ſhall be diſquiet- 
ed, even the Inhabitants of Babylon and 
the Perſecutors , 2 Theſ. 1. 5,6,7. with 
Jer, 50. 34. then ſhall they receive their 
ſad things in tribulation, that now trouble 
Sion, when the Beaſt-worſhippers all baue 
no reſt day nor night , then ſhall Chriſt 
faithful worſhippers have perfect and per- 
petual reſt with Chriſt, Rev. 14. 11, 13. 
yea, they that dye in the Lord thenceforth 
ſhall be herein eſpecially 6/eſſed, as their 
labours and troubles thenceforth are great- 
er and ſharper, their dangers , fears, and 
griefs more abundant, now they ſhall be 
eaſed of them all , and by how much their 
Sufterings were ſharper, and their Labour 
more toilſome and grievous, by ſo much 
will their Reſt be more ſweet and welcome, 
and the greater the bleſſing. 

Death in general puts an end to the ex- 
erciſes of this life, as well as to its enjoy- 
ments to men whether they be good or bad, 
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as they be properly the exerciſes of this 
life though not always as to the kind in 
general ; they that joy in God bere ſhalt 
joy much more then, as to their ſpirits ; 
and they that fear and grieve in their con- 
ſcienccs for fear of Hell here; dying in 
their ſins (hall much more fear, and feel 
horrour in their Conſciences then, + But as 
to bodily Pains, and the Fears and Labours 
of this Life and pertaining thereto, Death 
puts an end to them, .both to good and 
bad; but yer not ſo to the Wicked as to 
give them reſt, or make them therein bleſ- 
ſed, they being reſerved by it as in a pri- 
ſon unto far worſe miſerics afterward ; 
and tormented ac the preſent with reſtleſs- 
neſs and fears © horror not having Chriſt 
to be their reſt : But they that dye in the 
Lord are generally at relt. And as to be 
out of and at reſt from greater ſorrows and 
ſufferings is more deſirable, welcome, and 
beneficial , then to be out of ſmaller :. fo 
they that from that time dye in the Lord, 
ſhall be in their reſting from their labours 
more happy and bleſſed then others. But 
all that aye in the Lord, in the proper 
ſenſe before explicated. enter into this reſt; 
for they are at home in Gods preſence , and 
bis preſence will give them reſt, Philip. 1. 2 3. 
2 Cor. 5,8, Exod, 3 3. 14. then the Soul 
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ſhall have ye? is its Harbands honſe;, 88 
was prayed for, for Ruth, Rath 2.9, then 
the Body reſis in the du't from its bains 
Weakneſſes, and Affli ions, and Labours 
Job 3. 13, 17. & 17. 16. and the ſpirit en 
tere more fully into peace, //. 57. 2. and 
it is ſaid to theſe Souls, 7har they muſt ref 
a little while till the time of their Brethrens 
ſufferings alſo be accompliſhed , Rev. 6. 11. 
Yea the whole man, though parced aſun- 
der Soul from Body, reſts in ſafety not 
hearing any more the voice of the oppr: our, 
nor aſſaulted by the tempter, 70 3. 18. & 
11.18. the ſmall and the great rſt there, 
and the Servant i free from bis Maſter, 
Job 3. 19 Yea, the end of the Adverſi- 
ty and Affliction they have here, is, that 
they may reſt then from it til the pit be 
digged for the wngedly, Pſal. 94. 12,13. 

They reſt from their Labour. 

2. And their works follow them, or, fol- 

low with them. 

Thefe Works are ſomething diſtin& from 
their Labourt; their Labours had Pain, 
Sorrow, and (oil, like to the Labour of 
a Woman in Travail, that hath ſorrow 
becauſe her hour 1s come, Joh. 16 21. and 
their toil and pain p:oceeds parily from 
their own intirmity, pirtly from che benaage 
to corruption under which the whole Creatian 
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grones , the Curſe npm the Earth, Gen. 
5. 29. Rom 8 20, 21, 22, 23. 2 Cor. 5. 2, 
4. partly from the Badneſe, Wickedneſs, 
and Oppreſſi veneſs of the World, and ma- 
lice of Sathan, Gal. 1. 4. Exod. 1, 13, 14. 
Rev. 2. 10 But their works are as the 
fruits of thoſe Labours , the Man-child 
brought forth as it were, the things done 
by them in the body, the fruits or works 
meet for repentance, 3 Cor. 5. 10. Philip. 1. 
22. Matth. 3. 8. with A&s 26. 20, and 
theſe they have (with all their ſtrength 
and courage to endure the labour attend- 
ing them) from Jeſus Chriſt, that root of 
David, in whom they are ingraffed, root - 
ed, and grow, Rev. 22. 16. Col. 2,7. He 
is the green Fir. tree from whom all their 
fruits are fonnd, Hol. 14. 8. the true Vine 
of whom they are Branches, and from 
whom (they abiding in him and his Word 
in them) they derived ſuch ſap and juice, 
vertue and ſpirit as made them bring ſorth 
much good fruit, ſo as the Father ( the 
good Hus bandman) is therein glorified, Joh. 
15. 1, 4, 5,8. being and truſting in him, 
and making him their hope, they were lite 
trees planted by the waters fide, bringin 

forth their fruit in ſeaſon , Jer. 15, 7, 5 
though we are juſtified by Faith without 
the works of the Law, yet we are Ro 
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fed too by Works and not by Faith ly, 
Gal. 2. 16. am. 2. 24. not by a Faith with- 
out works, but by # Faith that worketh by 
Love, Gal. 5 6. the believing, in which 
we receive the forgiveneſs of ſins and are 
jaltified to life, is not a bare ſpeculation of, 
or aſſent to, the Opinion or Doctrine of 
Truth reſting in the brain; nor fo far one- 
ly aſſecting the Heart as to eaſe it of, and 
uiet it from, its grieſs and fears, but it is 
uch a believing as is to the ſaving of the 
Soul, Heb. 10. 39. even to 4 it 
from the power of ſin and Sathan, as well 
as in other reſpeds. Such a perſwaſion 
of the truth of Gods teſtimony, and ſo 
that Jeſus is the Son of God and Saviour 
of the World, and that all that the pro- 
phets and Apoſtles have delivered concern- 
ing bim, and the grace in and by him is 
true; as wherein the heart is ſo affected 
with him, and drawn to him, as that it 
faith of him, He i my rock, and my fer- 


treſs, my God in whom I will truſt: So 


as it comes to him for all direction and gui. 
dance, Grace and bleſſing, and yield up 
it (elf to him, to obey and follow him in 
a confident expeQation therein of meeting 
with his promiſed Salvation and Bleſſing, 
And where with the heart a man ſo belie- 
yeth it is to righteouſneſs , and will not be 
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barren & deſtitute of the fruits of righteouſ- 
neſs; or of the works of righteouſneſs , picty, 
charity, & all goodneſs, Heb. 1 1. 13. Pſal. 9 1 2. 
70h. 6. 33,3 7. Kom. 10.9, 10 2 Pet. 1. 9, 10, 11. 

And theſe works, in Death and when 
dead follow them, or follow with them, 
fo as they ſhall be rewarded of God, for 
God is not aorighteous to forget their 
work and labour of love, Heb. 6. 10 nei. 
ther labour nor work ſhall be forgotten, 
their labour ſhall not be in vain in the Lord 
who tells their wandrings, puts their tears 
in his Bottle, and keeps account of them 
in his Look, 1 Cor. 15. 58. P/al. 56. 8. 
and their work ſhall be rewarded, ler.; 1.16. 
And that 

1. ln ſome ſort at the time of thier de- 
parture hence, and in their ſeparated ſtate, 
in that they have in their Conſciences the 
joy and comfort of their Works, and com- 
fortable aſſurance of further reward in the 
day of the glorious Appearance of the 
Lord Jeſus; their works are now eſtima- 
ted of God and laid up in his treaſures : 
laid up, as it were, with them , and to- 
gether with them to be brought forth to 
open view in the day of Chriſts glorious 
appearing, And the Reward is alſo laid 
up, reſerved and unalterably appointed for 
them; as was before noted from 2 Tim. 4.8. 
| ſo 
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ſo that they not onely have hope in their 
Death, but alſo after their [eath there is 
a Separation of them from others according 
to their Works; ſo as that whereas others 
are caſt into Priſon; and reſerved, as ic 
were, in Chains of Darkneſs againſt che 
Judgment of the great Day, the wicked is 
reſerved to the day of DeſtruRion , and 
they ſhall be brought forth to the day of 
Wrath, when the Heavens ſhall reveal hu 
iniquity, and the Earth ſhall riſe up againſt 
lim, and his way ſhall be declared to but 
face and he ſhall be repayed what he hath 
done. Job 21. 30, 31. & 20. 27. theſe that 
dye in the Lord are at reſt and ſafe for e- 
yer quiet from the fear of evil, being out 
of the reach henceforth of Sathan and all 
his inſtruments , and whatſoever may trou- 
ble or diſquiet them , they that can kill 
the Body, and it may be have killedgheirs, © 
have no more now that they can do to 
them, their ſorrow and ſighing is for e 
ver paſt; and they are comforted in Pa- 
tadiſe and in Abrabams boſome while others 
are tormented, Luke 16, 25. fot they are 
in Paradiſe with (Hriſt, as Chriſt ſaid to 
the Maleſactor that conf fled him, This 
day thou (halt be with me in Paradiſe, Luke 
3 43 Their Soul or Spirit dies not (as 
me hold) with the Body, but returns to 
God 
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God, into whoſe hands they commit it, u 
they pray him to receive it, ſo he doth 
receive it too, Eceleſ. 12. 7 P/al. 31.3 
& 49 15. 44. 59. Philip. 1. 23. Lei 
they — be under ſtood to be thoſe that 
ſtand with the Lamb upon mount Sion, 
and that ſing the new ſong with the me- 
lody of Harps unto God, which no man 
elſe can learn, they being in a more ful 
and proper ſenſe redeemed from the Earth 
and from among men then any yet here livin 
and as to thoſe that ſuffer and de in . 
Lord from henceforth, from the time of 
the Beaſts rage when there will be the 
moſt remarkable time of the Saints patience, 
at the time (probably) when the Beaf 
that aſcends ont of the bettomleſs Pit lays 
the Witneſſes which is his laſt act, his part 
ing blow, the ending part of his Rage, 
Chap.y 1. 7. (which Chapter takes in all the 
time from the firſt to the laſt) that ſinging 
with Harps may denote their ſpecial trium. 
phant Bleſſedneſs; which agrees with what 
is ſaid in Chap. 7. where there is the ſame 
number of the Sealed; and where it is 
ſaid, that they that came out of great (ot 
as the words may be rendered the great) 
tribulation were arayed in White robes, 
having waſhed their robes and made then 
white in the blood of the Lamb; — 
white 
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white Robes doubtleſs are 'emblems of 
ſome Great Prieſtly or Kingly dignity, av 
is implied in Chap. 3.4. 5. ſuch as is men- 
tioned Chap, 5. 10. & 20. 6. and as is im · 
plied in what follows, when it is ſaid, 7 here- 
fire are they before the Throne of God night 
and day in bis Temple (as the Beaſt-wor- 
ſtippers are tormented and have no reſt day 
nor night, Chap. 18. 11 ) and he rhat ſit- 
th on the Throne dwelleth among them, 
they ſhall hunger no more, nor thirſt any 
more , neither ſhall the Fus light on them, 
r 4) heat, for the Lamb who vs in 
the midi of them ſpall feed them , 
and ſhall lead them to the Fountains 
of living waters, and God (hall wipe away 
all tears from their eyes, Chap. 7, 12,17. 
Let me add this upon chis quotation that 
it may appear that thoſe Learned and Re- 
verend men that appointed that ſeventh 
Chapter or part of it, to be read on the 
day dedicated to the Memory of AU Saints, 
ſurely anderſtood thoſe things to be ap- 
plicable to the Deceaſed Saints that dyed in 
the Lord : Bur yet their great and proper : 
reward is, 
of = Fully at the day of the Appearing apain 
of the Lord ]eſus, at that day the Crown 
of Righteouſneſs benceforth from the time 
del of Departure laid up, ſhall be given * — 
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that love and look for that his Appears 
ance, 2 Tim. 4. 8. The Son of man Our 
Lord peſus ſhall then when he comes in tht 
glory of he Father with all his holy An- 
cel: reward every man according to his works, 
Match, 16 27. Rev. 22. 12. and then theit 
Reward ſhall be great and glorious indeed, 
and gloriouſly manifeſted ; for then them 
that ſleep in him will God bring with him, 
the Dead in Chriſt ſhall riſe firs, 1 The. 
4. 14,16. not in mortal bodies to labour and 
travail again, but their mortal then (all put 
on immortality , and their corruptible ſhall 
put on inco*ruption, and what was ſown in 
diſhonowr ſhall riſe in glory, and what 
in Weakneſs Vall riſe in power : and what 
was ſown a natural body ſpall riſe a ſpiritu- 
al body, faſhioned into the likeneſs of Chriſts 
glorious body, 1 Cor. 15. 43, 44, 53. P lil. 
3. 21, and then they Hall have no more 
death, neither ſorrow, nor crying nor pain, 
for all theſe firmer things Hall be whally 
paſt, Rev. 21. 4. no nor ſhall they have 
any thing of errour, ignorance, or cor- 
ruption, nor of fear or grief in their mind, 
or inward man, but they thall then know 
as they are known, and ſee face to face, 
and be made like to Chriſt ſering him as 
he . 1 Cor. 13.9, 12. 1 Joh 3. 2. Then 
they ſhall appear in glory with Cbriſt, Col. 3. 
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3. 4. having fellowſoip with him, and him 
ever among it and with them and God i 
and with him, 1 Cor 1. 9. 2 Theſ. 2 1 
& 1 Thel. 4. 16. Rev. 21. 3. injoying t+ 
new Heavens and the new Earth wherei 
dwells righteouſneſs, 2 pet. 3.14. and the 
nw fernſalems r Which comes down from 
ont of heaven , having the glory of God 
and her light like to a ſtone moſt precious, 
like a Jaſper ſtone clear as Chryſtal, Rev. 
21. 10, 11. eiting and drinking with Chriſt 
at his Table in his Kingdom, Luke 22.29, 
30. injoying the incorruptible Inberitance 
that is undeſiled and fadeth not away, 1 Per. 
1,4. and the incorruptible Crown of - Life, 
Rig hie nuſneſs and Glory which he hath pro- 
miſed to t hem that love him, 1 Cor. 9. 25. 
2 Tim 4.8. james 1. 12. eden the King - 
dome and glory of God and of 'Chrift, wbere- 
in they ſhall have the fulneſs of jo) and plea- 
ſures for evermore at his right hand; and 
{ee his face and have his Name in their 
farcheads, and bave an everlaſting happy 
day without an) night the Lord bimſel and 
the Lamb being their everlaſting Light, and 
they (Hall reign: for ever and ever, Matth. 
27. 1, Dan. 5 2. 1 pet. 5.10 "Fil, 16. 
it. & 36.8, 9, 10. Iſa. Co. 19, 20. Rev. 
22. 3, 4+ 5. 
Which thing I onely here mention, ha- 
ving 


1 them in my Book called — wiſh. 
O Happy, happy, and thrice happy porti- 
on of « oſe that be ſo dead! 

So much for the Explication and open- 
ing of the words, Let us now Apply it 
briefly; ; WY 


Application, 


1. A Nd firſt, it tends wonderfully to 
commend and magniſie the Lord 

2 to us, Who makes thoſe that are in 
im eyen ſo happy in Death; He being the 
Root and well · ſpring of all the Happineſs 
and Bleſſedneſs injoyed, or injoyable by 
the Saints and holy ones either in this Life 
or in and after Death; or at and aſter 
the Reſutrection of the Dead: Well 
may we then joyn our aſſent to that Song 
of or in the kingdom, that Song of the 
Elders (mentioned by our Deceaſed Siſter 
on her Death-bed) and fay , C Tb art 
worthy to open the Bock, and wnlooſe the 
Seals of it; for thin waſt flain an haſt 
Acdiemed 1 to God by thy Blood, &c | as 
allo to that of the Angels that follows, 
Wortby à the Lamb that was ſlain tovyective 
power, 


-yihg more particularly ſpoken ſomething 


power, andricher, and wiſdeme and Stengch © | 


and honoxr, and glory, and bleſſing, Rev. p · 
9, 12, magnifying alſo the Riches of the 
love and grace of God, even the Father 
in appointing and giving him forth to us, 
and ſo filling him through Death and Suf- 
ferings,, with all his own unſpeakable ful- 
nefs, that he might be the Authour of ſuch 
Bleſſedneſs to us; and ſo we may alſo joyn 
our aſſent to that of every Creature in Hea- 
ven and Earth, and under the Earth, and 
ſuch as are in the Sea, and all that is in 
them, ſaying, 8lefing, Honowr, Glory and 
Power be to him that ſitteth mpon tl I brane 
and te tbe Lamb for ver and rvey, Rev. 
F. 13. and to that of the innumerable 
number out of all Nations, Kindreds, peo - 
ples and Tongues ſtanding before '' the 
Throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with 
white Robes, and having Palms in their 
hands. vie. Salvation to our God which ſit- 
teth upon the Throne, and to the Lamb;Chap. 
7. 9. 10, 

2. To commend and ſet forth the excel 
lency and deſireableneſs of the fate of thoſe 
that are in Chriſt Jeſus and abide in him, 
that they however deſpiſed and abuſed of 
men, are the happieſt men in the world, 
their portion better than any other mens, 


the Heritage of 7 «cob = be preferred ome” 
all. 


all the enjoyments of the great Princes 


Dead. 


ind perſecute theſe things, accounting thoſe 
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of the Earth, 7/a. 58.14. So as it may 
well be ſaid, the righteous (they that are 
in Chriſt Jeſus, walking not after the Fleſh 
but after the Spirit) are mere excellent then 
their neighbenrs , Prov. 12. 26, however 
Poor, Meane, llliterate, Afflicted and De- 
ſpiſed the Righteous be; And however 
Rich, Learned, Honoured , or otherwiſe 
adorned and qualified their neighbours, that 
be not righreous, are. Vea, well it may 
be ſaid, Happy art this O Jſrael, a People 
Saved by the Lord the ſhield of their help, 
and ſword of their Excellency ; thine ene. 
mies ſhall be found lyars to thee , and thou 
ſhalt tread upon (as deſpiſing) their high 
place, Deut. 33. 29. O Lord of hoſt s* bleſ- 
ſed is the man that putteth his truſt in thet, 
Pſal. 84. 12: Biene at all times, bleſſed 
in Life, more bleſſed in Death, but moſt 
bleſſed in and after the Reſurrection of the 


3. To commend Piety and Godlineſs, 
and the exerciſe thereof to us, which hath 
the Promiſe of all this great bleſſedneſs , 
both of the life that now is, and that that 
is to come, 1 Tim. 4. 8. & 6. 6. 

4. To condemn the blind judgment and 
pradtice of the world, that Neight, hate, 


that 


that are and that dye in Chriſt ( eſpecially 
in a way of perſecution ) to be unhappy 
and their portion deſpicable ; which things 
I onely mentioa ; But beſides 

5. It directs us whither to flee for ſhel- 
ter and refuge againſt the fears, and feelings, 
horrours, and harms of Death the King of 
Terrours, namely to Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, 
who bath both aboliſhed or deſtroyed its 


deſtructive power by his Death, and de. 


Froyed him that had the power of it, the 
Devil, 2 Tim, 1. 10, Heb. 2. 14. and alſo 
bath the keys of Hell and Death, Power, 
and fall Authority over it, and over the 
dead, having dyed, roſe and revived that he 
might be Lord both of the dead and of the 
living, Rom. 14. 19. as he hath that ſharp 
Sicklein his hand, ſo he can cut off with it 
high or low, rich or poor; and he can 
keep it off or back during his pleaſure, and or- 
der the ſtate of it, and the perſons in it as 
ſeems good in his fight. And in him there 
is deliverance from the horrour and barms 


of it; as he is the forgiver of the ſins, both 


that occaſioned it, and that might render 


it as an inlet into a worſer ſtare then it ſim- 
ply of it ſelf containeth, and hath both 
Authority ( and proclaims himſelf ready 
graciouſly to doit) even both to raiſe out 


of it, and in the interim to ſecure from 
G 2 harm 


harm and miſchiefs by it, yea, and to 


make it greatly uſeful and adyantagious to 
us, to make the day of it better then the 
day wherein we were born, Eccleſ. 7. 1. 4 
Chamber of eaſe, reſt and ſafety to us from 
the evils either fore · afflicting us, or further 
threatening, and abiding the yet dwellers on 
che Earth, or abiders in the land of the li- 
ving, Iſa. 26. 20. & 57. 2. an outlet to our 
cares, fears, labours and temptations to 
ſin, or toils by ſuch temptations; and an 
inlet, ſafe Port, or entrance into peace, and 
ſecurity the end of our exile and baniſh, 
ment, and beginning of our actual admiſ- 
ſion in our ſpirits into our Fathers preſence , 
and glorious.fruition of our bleſſed Saviour 


that wonderful one, the, unparall'd lover of 


our Souls; and Paragon and Pattern of all 
divine and heavenly vertue and excellency; 
the Lamb that had merey on us, anddyed, 
roſe again and lives for ever for us, the Lord 
Jeſus, He is that Sun that ſhining into our 
hearts the light of the knowledge of him- 
ſelf, and of the glory of God in him; and 


* being believingly beheld by us, will drive 


out and expel all that darkneſs of our ig- 
norance and errour that in the night of our 
unbelief obſcures our minds and fills us 
with frightful fears of Death and its con- 
ſequents, and chaſes away all thoſe — 
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(93) 
and vapours arifing out of the muddineſ, 
of our hearts, co the ſadding us at the 
thoughts of its approches; and by his 
warming influences (as ſtreaming forth by 
his Holy Spirit in the Goſpel the beams of 
his love and favour in the forgiveneſs of 
our ſins, and interelting us. in his Righ- 
teouſneſs, and precious promiſes of bleſ- 
ſing and everlaſting Life and Happ neſs, and 
ſo the lively hope of his Salvation and 
Glory to be injoyed by us ) he can and 
will ſo chear and comfort us, as to make 
the grim viſage of Death amiable to us, 
and the paſſage through it very deſirable, 
Philip. 1.21, 22, 23. yea and pive us hope 
and joy in Death, as the beſt hour 
ever came uponus. And he is that ( 
ſach a) ſhield too, that encompa ſſing us 
about with his favour and defence, intyr- 
poſing himſelf between us and our enemies, 
even Death and all its train and power, 
ſecures us againſt their fierceſt aſſaults and 
ſharpeſt darts, being the Death of Death, 
the Deſtruftion of the Grave and Hell, Hol, 
13. 14. we being in him, and incompaſſed 
abour with his arms of love, nothing ſhall 
be able to approch us to hart or harm us. 
is ſuch a Fountain of living waters that 
whoſoever drinks of him ( receiving bis 
Doctrine into his heart, and retaining and 
G 3 keeping 
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(94) 
keeping it there) ſhall not die of thirſt , 
Such a Heavenly Medicine ( being Gods 
Salvation or ſaying health) that whoſoever 
takes him down and taſtes the ſweetneſs of 
his Love, and Grace, and keeps it, or the 
reliſh of it upon his palate, ſhall not taſte 
Death, foh. 4. 14. & 8. FI, 52. Vea, thoſe 
Waters he gives, and the Medicine he af- 
fords, will ſpring up and effect in the re- 
ceiver and taker down thereof, Life in 
Death , even Eternal Life, The Tree of 
Life that was in the firſt Paradiſe, and 
which being eaten of, would have preſeryed 
the life of Man for ever is loſt, and there is 
no recovering it again, Gen. 3.22, 23, 24. 
Nar can all the Phyſicians in the world 
find out or compoſe a V edicine that can 
keep us from Dying. But our Lord -jeſus 
Chriſt, and his heavenly Wiſdome and Do- 
ctrine is that Tree of Life in the midſt of 
the Paradiſe of God, that Sovereign An- 
tidote of Gods own finding out, making, 
and propounding , which being eaten and 
taken down, will ſecure us againſt all the 
Poiſon of the old Serpent; the evil of this 
natural Death,and carry us ſafely through 
it, and bring us certainly out of ic to im- 
mortality and eternal Life, Prov. 3. 18. 
Rev. 22. 2, 3, 14. He will both make the 
Soul live and be happy in Death and raiſe 


up 


up the Body to an immortal Nate of bliſs; 
Iſa 55. 3. Job. 11. 25, 26. 2 Cor. 4. 
14. 


ſpend their Eſtates to find out a philoſo- 
phers ſlone that may turn all things into 
Gold. Here is that true Elixir that will 
turn all to Good; and as he hath recon- 
ciled all things in himſelf that are in Hea- 
ven, and that are in Earth, Cd. 1. 20, 
ſo will he reconcile all things to us, and 
make them ours and for us, deſtroying 
that in all things, and all thoſe things and 
perſons that are inflexibly againſt us. 
Thence the Apoſtle faith, We kzow that all 
things work to ether for good to them that 
love God, to them that are hi called according 
to purpoſe, Rom,8.28 and all things are yours 
( for your ule , ſervice or benefit whether 
Paul, or Apollot, or ('ephas , or World, er 
Life, or Death, or things preſent, or things 
to come, all are jours, and yon are Chribs, 
and Chriſt « Gods. 1 Cor. 3.21, 22, 23. 
Death is in the Believers Inventory as a 
parcel of his Goods, as one of his Servants 
or Friends; yea, and all things too that 
ſhall follow after it: For all the ways or 
paths of the Lord are mtrcy and truth to 
them that keep his teſtimonies and his Cove- 
nants, Plal. 25. 10. There ſball no evil 
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In vain do men weary themſelves and 
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happen to the joſl, prov. 12.2 1. He that keepeth 


the Commanaments ſball feel mo evil thing, 


Eccleſ. 8. 5. O infinitely precious Jewel 
and Pearl of great price, the Bread which 
tame down from heaven, which whoſo eats 
of, (hall live for ever, Joh. 6. 50, 51. 

But yet the being of this Refuge doth 
not of it ſelf ſimply ſecure us againſt the 
hurts of Death, they that neglect it ſhall 
periſh without eſcape, however good, ſafe, 
and ſure a Defence it is, and affords, Heb. 
2. 3. Death will do them this hurt (as we 
have forenoted ) that it will ſhut them out 
from all ways and paſſages to the after- 
life; it will cut off al! farther opportuni- 
ties of ſeeking for ſafety in, or injoying 
fafety by or from this refuge. This Anti- 
dote will not preſerve from fears or harms 
of Death, unleſs both taken and keyt with- 
in our hearts. This Elixir will not tum 
all ro gold or good , unleſs injoyed by us 
or duly applyed. This Sun will not ſhine 
on us to expe! our darkneſs, and refreſh 
and chear us, unleſs we be and walk in the 
light and virtue of it; nor this Shield de 
fend and ſecure us apainſt Deaths harmful 
darts, no nor from ( what is indeed the 
Dreadful thing) the ſecond Death, unleſs 
it be about us, and we, as it were, with- 


in its compaſs; no, nor will any thing or 
F perſon 
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perſon elſe do it beſides him: For God 


the Father is in him, and not to be ap- 
proched to, or his favour injoyed, but in 
and by him, oh. 14.6, 7. Nor is the Spi- 
rit but upon him, or any other ways to be 
injoyed, then by turning at his Reproofs 
to believe in and obey him, Prov. 1, 23. 
Job. 14. 15, 16, 17. 4, 5. 32. neither is 
there Salvation in any other Name beſide , 
his that was Crucified for us and Dyed 
for our ſins, and Roſe again for our juſti- 
fication , ander heaven, whereby we may be 
ſaved. Acts 4, 11, 12. The Law and its 
deeds cannot juſtifie and ſave us; for by it 
is the knowledge, not the forgiveneſs of fins, 
Rom. 3. 20. Riches profit not in the day of 
wrath, it is onely righteouſneſs delivers 
from death, Prov. 11. 4. nor will our works 
or righteouſneſs that are not of the Faith 
of him profit us, /. 57. 12. Philip.3. 
8, 9. for they that are of the works of the 
Law are alſo under the curſe , Gal. 3, 10, 
11, 12, and works of our own deviſing 
are of no worth with God, Matth 15.9. 
10. Nay, Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas , 
cannot ſave us, becauſe not Crucified for 
us; nor have they that Name into which 
we may be Baptized for the Remiſſion of 
our ſins and receipt of the Holy Ghoſt, te 
renew and regenerate us, and ſo by con. 


ſequence 
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ſequence, not any other man, x Cor. 1.12, 
13. the wiſe Virgins Oyl wilt not relieve 
the fooliſh Virgins that have none of their 
own, Matth. 25.8, 9. The juſt ſhall live 
by his, not another mans faith, Hab 2.4. 
and therefore there is (as we have alſo 
ſhewed before ) an abſolure neceſſity of 
our being in Chriſt, that we may have 
this bleſſedneſs by him in and after Death. 
Unleſs we be in Chriſt Jeſus, He « not 
made to us of God, as to our enjoyment 
thereof, wiſdom, righteonſneſs, ſanftificatis 
on, and redemption. 1 Cor, . 30. The 
Ark ſaved none from periſhing by the 
Flood, bit thoſe that were in it; nor 
will Chriſt ſave from the ſecond Death or, 
give bleſſing in this to any out of him, 
He that hath not the Son hath not i 
though that Life be given us in him that 
it might in receiving him be received with 
him. 1 Joh 5.11, 12. The Feaſt, though 
prepared and invite; to, ſatisfied not its 
refuſers; but they were excluded and cut 
off from all they had beſide, for reſuſing 
it, Lake 14. 24. Matth. 22. 4, 7. yea, 
and being come into, he muſt be abi in 
too, ſo as to Death and in Death, 
we yet periſh. He that draws back, Gods 
Soul will have no pleaſure in him, Heb, 10. 
38. A Caſtle though never fo ſtrong will 
not 
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not ſecure from the potent and vigilant e- 
nemy, him that either comes not into it; 
or after he bath been in it, upon any terms 
forſakes it. And this is uſeſul further, 

6. To invite and provoke us all with all 
earneſtneſs and diligence to betake our 
ſelves to Chriſt chis refuge, and being 
in him, to abide in him; to live and dye 
in him, and by do mears neglect or ſor- 
ſake him, Enter into this reck and hide 
our ſelves in the duſt of the earth, even in 
the duſt of his Death, for fear of the Lord, 
and for the glory of hus majeſty, Ila. 2. 10. 
Pſal. 22. 14. Death will come upon us 
ſooner or later, that cannot be avoided, 
nothing more certain; yea, it may come 
ſuddenly upon the youngeſt and ſtrongeſt 
of us, for nothing more uncertain then the 
time of its coming, for ſarely every man 
in his beſt ſtate i altogether vanity , Plal, 
39.5. and though of it ſelf it will not 
hurt us, nor ſhall we periſh in it, but be 
raiſed up again from thence : Yet our re- 
taining our fins, and refuſing or neglecting 
to be waſhed and renewed, and fo to be 
os 4 of Gods Salvation, that will ex- 

to, and pull upon us a ſecond 
Death; yea, and this Death will put an 
end to all poſfibility of eſcaping that, and 
be an entrance into that dreadful Priſon , 
in 


( 100 ) | 
in which the Debter and Malefactor will 
be kept ſafe till the great Aſſiſes , and then 
the Execution of the Eternal Judgment will 
ſucceed. Now is the accepted time; now 
the time of eſcape, and this the way to eſ- 
cape; to be found in Chriſt, O then how 
doth it behove and concern every man to 
look about him, and give diligence with 


the Apoſtle, to win Chriſt, and be tound 


in him, not having our own righteouſneſs, 
but that which is by the Faith of him. 


Object. But may ſome ſay, Can we make 
our ſelves in Chriſt can we enter into 
him av we wil? can any come to Chriſt 
except the Father that ſent him , draw 
him It it net of God that any man is 
in Chriſt peſus and not of himſelf ? why 
then do you call upon us to this, aa if 
in our power ? 


Anſw. We do not ſuppoſe that any man 
can of himſelf come to, or make him- 
ſelf in Chritt Jeſus. Nor do we call upon 
gny to do ſo of himſelf , they that make 


Salvation and Damnation the moſt abſolute- | 


ly matters of rieer Deſtiny , doe not they 
alſo (yea who more ) call upon men to 
get into Chriſt; labour to be found in 
Chriſt, And yet they tell men, that onely 

a 


DI 

a certain number that maſt come and be 
irreſiſtably brought into him, can poſ. 
fibly come into him, Others ( ſay ſome 
of them) are as much neceſſitated to pe- 
riſh through the defects of Gods aRings, 
or his notactings, as thoſe that muſt come 
are neceſſitated to live through his effects; 
witneſs Dr. K. anſwer to Mr. Godwin. 
Theſe indeed are harſh Taskmaſters like 
Pharach , that required the tale of Brick, 
but gave them not materials neceſſary for 
their performance; Nay , worſe then he, 
for there was Straw to be had for their ſeek- 
ing it and gathering it; onely they had 
not time enough to do that and. fulfil their 
tale of Brick too. But theſe tell them there 
is no ſufficient Grace for them; not be- 
cauſe the grace in Chriſt is not ſufficient , 
but becauſe it is not for them, So another 
known Authour that 1 forbear to name, 
and yet theſe ſay too, men muſt be con- 
demned for not coming to Chriſt and belie- 
ving in him. 

But to the Ob jection I ſay, Both that 
the way into Chriſt is open for all (P. 
100. 1, 4.) and that it is the work of God 
' | to make a man in Chriſt, and it is a work 
be is ready and defirous to work, and to 


that purpoſe he calls men to Chriſt in and 


by his yoice in his Goſpel, in and wich 
IL which 
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which he is both preventing men with grace 
bringing Salvation, and is drawing them 
and taking off the yoke from their jaws, 
and laying meat before them, that they might 
come to him, Hoſe. 11.4. Tit. 2.11. and 
in their yielding up co him he works there- 
by inthem, and brings them into him, and 
makes them in him Doth not wiſdome er) 
deth not underſtanding pat forth her voice, 
Prov. 8. 1. Can that be denyed? and to 
whom ? ſhe cryeth without , and urters her 
voice in the ſtreets, ſhe crieth in the chief 
places of contonrſes , in the opening of the 
gates, coming in at the doors, and in the 
city (he uttereth her voice, Turn ye at my 
reproofs , Prov. 1. 20, 21, 22, 23. & 8, 2, 3. 
To you, O men (ſaith ſhe) 7 call, and my 
voice is to the ſons of men, indefinitely ; 
yea, to the ſimple, and thoſe that have no 
underftanding , verl. 4. and Chap. 94. ſhe 
bids Look to me and be ye ſaved all the 
ends of the earth, Ta. 4 5. 22. The migb- 
ty God, the Lord calls and hath called-the 
earth from the riſing of the Fus to the go- 
ixg down of the ſame , Pſal, FO, I. And 
what ſaith Wiſdom, or the Lord by her, 
O ye ſimple, underftand wiſdom, and ye 
fools be ye of an underſtanding htart, Prov. 
8. 5. She ſaith not, Make yourTelves wiſe 
and underſtanding, but as one onely ** 
an 
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and furniſhed for doing it, ſhe bids them 
onely be made ſo by her, and to that pur- 
poſe, Hear and receive her inſtruction, 
&c. verſ. 6.10, 32, 33. as elſewhere, Be 
ye converted, Acts 3. 21. Be ge reconciled, 
2 Cor. 5. 20. and divers the like, And by 
her Voice and inſtraQion (wh ch is origi- 
nally Gods Voice and Inſtruction, the } a- 
ther is drawing men to Chriſt, and every 
one that hears and learns of the Father 
cometh unto him ) oh. 6. 44, 45. there 
he is putting forth his hand, and that not 
an empty or idle hand, but operative and 
2 bountiful, as knowing our weak- 

eſs and poverty, Prov. 1. 24. /. 65. 2. 
and thence calls to us to give our hands to 
him; yield our ſelves to, and comply with 
bim, by the help of his hand to enter into 
his Sanctuary and ſerve him; as Hezekiah 
faid, 2 Chron. 30. 8. comparing the mar- 


| ginal (which is after the Hebrew) read- 


ing with the Text. And thence the Pro- 
phet complains, There i none that ſtirreth 
up himſelf to take hold of thee , Iſa. 64 7. 
as implying Gods righneſs and preventing 
us with ſtrength; but mans lazineſs and 
ſtubbornneſs in refuſing to uſe the Talent 
given, or put forth the ſtrength afforded, 
putting his hand into his boſom, and re- 
ſuſing to pull it out, and give or yield it to 

in 


th complyance with the Lord. The fame 


nighneſs of God to us and his graciouſneſs 
is implyed in our Saviours ſaying , Behela, 
# ſtand at the door and knock, If any man 
hear my voice and open to me, I will come 
in to him, &c. Rev. 3. 20. And in the A- 
poſtles exhorting not to receive the grate 
of God in vain, becanſe he ſaith, in an ac- 
cepted time have I heard thee, in the day 


e ſalvation I have ſucconred thee, 'now u 


the accepted time, now us the day of ſalva- 
tion. 2 Cor. 6. 1, 2. thence God faults 
mens wills, Te will not come to me, ſaith 
Chriſt, hat ye might have life. Joh, 5.40. 
and zyhy will ye dye. Ezek. 33. II. and 
1 would have gathered, but je Would nat, 
Matth. 23. 37. Now which ſhall we be- 
lieve, God, or man? God lays fault on 
mans. will, for their wilfulneſs when he pre- 
vents them,and is at hand to help them, that 
they might come to Chriſt ; and men, too 
many, lay the fault on Gods willy and ſay 
jn effect, God will not, and. meerly be- 
auſe he will not give them grace that they 

ice the Lord puts the fault in men, and 
aith their deſtruction is of chemſelves, Ho/. 
23. 9. and men put the fault in God, and 
fay in eſſect, their deſtruction is of him, 
as it is ſaid, The fooliſtue ſa 4 man per- 


 werts bis way, and then his heart frets 4. 
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"dy ainſt the Lord, Prov. 19. 3. The ſloth 
fol man ſaith, T here is « Lion in the Wa), 


1 foall be ſlain in the ſtreets, prov. 22. 
13. not becauſe there is much danger in- 
deed, but as an excuſe for his ſloth, he 
ingages his heart to ſome corrupt intereſt, 
and then faich for excuſe, I have ».arried 
4 Wife, I cannot come. Luk. 14. 20. It is 
true the Apoſtle ſaith, 7: & nor of him that 
willet h, nor of him that runneth, but of God 
that ſpevwweth mercy, Rom 9. 16, and the 
ſame have I ſaid in this that I have here 
ſaid ; but he ſaith not, it is not to him that 
willeth , ror to him that runneth in the 
ſtrength and incouragement given of God 
in his mercy; for that would croſs what 
our Saviour in effect ſaith in Marth. 7 7, 
8. when he faith, Ark and ye fall receive, 
ſeth and ye ſhall find, knock: and it ſhall 
be opened to you * for every one that asketh 
receiveth , and he that ſeeheth findeth , 
and to him that” knocketh it ſhall be 
opened. 


Enq. Bat what ſhall or muſt 1 do then 
that God may bring me into Chriſt , 
and make bim to me, Wiſdow , Righ- 
reowſneſs, &c. 


H Anſwer 
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Anſwer. Comply with his Calls and 
Counſels turning at his Reproofs, Prov. 1. 
23. & 4.10. Hear, and thy foul ſhall live, 
Iſa. $5. 3. He bids repent and believe the 
Goſpel, Mark 1. 13. And I fay ſo too, 
repent of theſe vain excuſes and put them 
away , repent of minding orber things and 
neglecting the Goſpel, and Gods ſalvation 
therein, that God having given Chriſt for 
thee and holding him forth to thee, and 
Chriſt having giving himſelf for thee ( for 
it was for all men. 1 Tim. 2. 6, ) and 
made peace and atonement through his 
Blood , and being filled with all the fulneſs 
of God, and calling thee by his Goſpel , 
and ſtanding ready upon thy compliance to 
help and fave thee, to pardon thee and give 
thee his holy Spirit, admit thee into his 
favour and protection, and make anever- 
laſting Covenant with thee ; yet thou let. 
teſt him ſtand without knocking , and doſt 
not take him into thee, nor yield thy hand 
to him to be taken in to him, butrunneſt 
away from God thy Saviour after lying va- 


nities; after the World, and the Fleſh, and 


the Devil; after Pride and Covetouſneſs, 
and the like; laboureſt for the bread that 
periſheth , and reſuſeſt to ſeek and labour 
in liſtening to, and following thy Saviour, 
ſor that bread that endureth to n, 
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life that he would give thee. Repent of 
this thy carriage, and ſo alſo of ſeeking 
Gods ſavour by any works or ways of thine 
own or other mens propoling, and not d 
and in liſtening to him. Repent of theſe 
and all other like things, and believe and 
— the Goſpel. Bur be fure it be the 
Goſpel thou believeſt, not what any (though 
an Angel) ſaich contrary to or beſide the 
Goſpel. Gal. 1. 6, g. Not thoſe doctrines 
of men, That God hath rejected the moſt 
men abſolutely before they were born, and is 
not willing they ſhould be ſavod, contrary 
to 1 Tim. 2.4. 2 Pet. 3. 9. that Chrift 
Dyed not for all, but only an Elect number, 
contrary © 2 Cor. 5. 14, 15. 1 Tun. 2 6. 
Heb. 2. 9. 1 Jeb. 2, 2. and the like do- 
rites , ant ſo: all ſuch as deny the Perſon 
Satisfaction, ReſurreRion or Mediation of 
Chriſt, bis Perſonal appeatance, the Reſur- 
rection of the Dead, the laſt Judgment, 
and the like. 

Repent , abi. lelieve thi "Goſpel. If 
thou ſaxeft, How cant thox beljeve ? It not 
Faith the gift of God ? I anſwer, Ves; and he 
— it in a ſober and diligent hearing of 

is Word, not wilfully clofing the eye and 
—— and hardening the heart 
agaitſt him, Row. f 0. 17. Gal. 3. 2. In- 
dine thine ear then and hearken unto him, 
[2923.1 H 2 Hear 


L. 08) ae.” 
Hear and thy ſoul ſball live. Iſa. 5 5. 3. ye, 
while it ts ſaid, (or called) to day, if thou 
wilt hear his voice, harden not thy heart , 
and chou ſhalt hear and live, onely obey 
in hearing as he enables thee and is in the 
power of his light and truth by his Spirit 
working in thee to will and to do of good 
pleaſure. Work thou out in his working thin: 
own ſalvation with fear and trembling , 
Philip. 2. 12, 13. deing all things without 
murmaring or difputing, verſ. 14. putting 
away and not wilſully retaining what be 
reproves,and yieldirg thy ſelf to God to fol- 
low his counſels and inſtructions; waiting up- 
on him in his wayes, and looking to him and 
calling upon him as he enables thee for bis 
help; and thou ſhalt be ſaved, Be but willing 
to this, Conſent and Obey; and though thou 
haſt been, or hitherto art as bad as one of 
the Rulers of Sodeys , or as the people of 
Comorrba, thou ſbalt eat the fruit of the 
land, the promiſed land, Thy ſcarlet fins 
ſhall be white like ſnow , and thy 4 0 
„us like waall, Ta, 1. 10, 18, 19. Be 

as induſſ rious in minding and following after 
the Goſpel and after God and Chriſt as 
drawing, N and ſtrengthening 
thee, as thou baſt been, and others are 
for the World, and for their corruprdefires 
and luſts, and thou mayeſt lay hold on 
eternal 


Eternal life, Prov. 2. 1, J. 1 Tim. 6.11, 
12. This is the ſum of the inſtructions 
given by the Apoſtle james, when having 
affirmed that every good gift, and every 
perfect giving, comes from above, from the 
Father of Lights wich whom there is no 
variableneſt or ſhadow of turning, and 
that of his own will begat he them by the 
word of truth, chat they might be a kind 
of firſt-fruits of his creatures. He adds and 
1 infers, Wherefore, my beloved Brethren , let 

every man be ſwift to hear, ſlow to peak, 
flow to wrath , and laying apart all filthi- 
neſs and ſuperfluity of nau htineſs , receive 
with mueckne(s the ingraffed word Which 1 
able to ſave our ſouls; but be ye diert of 
the Word aud not bearers onely, James 1.17, 
30, 8-53 

But then it is to be minded too, that ha- 
ving begun to doe thus, it is neceſſary to 
go on and to continue in fo doing; abid- 
ing in Chriſt, minding and believing the 
Goſpel, and obeying it and him in and by 
itz and exerciſing our ſelves to believe on 
him , and following after him that we may 
know him more and more, and fo be more 
rooted and grounded in and uni- 
ted with him, walking in him according 
to our receipt of him, and taking heed of 
what mighe turn us out of the way of under- 


ſtanding, As of H3 1, High 


4 
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I, High mindedusſs, asif we were rich 
enough, and knew and had attained enough 
aire; J. Prev 16. 18. 
2. Sloth, and what principles tend to that, 
and to high mindednefs, Such as That, that 
if we baye once believed aright we cany 
not, whatever we may do, totally and fi- 
nally miſcarry, Prey. 19. 15. 1 Cor. 10. 
12. | 

3. Taking off:nce at either Gods ways 
and providences, Pſal. 7 3. 2, 4, '2, 13,14. 
Or at thoſe that fear Cod, ſo as to break 
Communion with them, leſt ſorſaking the 
Aſſemblies and ſiiting alone, wegrow hard- 
ned through the deceitfulneſs of fin, and 
for want of right ex hortation and provo- 
cation to cleave.to God, withdraw from 
him through an evil heart of unbdlief, Heb, 
3. 12, 13. & 10, 24, 26, 29. or elle we fall 
into the ſnares of ſuch as would ſeduce vs : 
againſt which things the minding and de- 
lighting in Gods Law will ſecure us, Pſal. 
119. 165. and hereto allo it's good and 
needful to pluck out the right eye where it 
offends and caſt it from us; for in fellow- 
ſhip and unity with che ſeaters of God, 
God doth command his ble ſſing and life 
for ever more. Plal 1 23. 13. 4. Etcleſ. 4.9. 
10. 11. Take beed too 
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4. Of the Love of the World def tle 
things in the werid, and of whatſoeyer do- 
ctrine or practice may corrupt us from the 
ſimplicity in and ſingle cleaving to Chriſt Je- 
ſus, 1 70h. 2. 15, 18, 2 Cor. 11. 2, 3. I 
enlarge not to theſe things, nor add any 
other leſt I be volumnious. 

7. Whereas we may be tempted to grow 
Weary , by reaſon of the many AfiRi- 
ons, Troubles, Temptations, and Toilſom- 
neſs to the Fleſh that we may meet with 
in the way of God and of podlineſs, and 
eſpecially in times and caſes of Perſecutions; 
here is alſo incouragement to patience, not 
only becauſe Chriſt hach faithfully promiſed 


to be with his followers in their "x5" 4 
and ſervices to help them, at is ſaid, 7/s. 


41.10,13,14.and that in the taking courage 
and not cowardly deſponding and laying 
down our reſolutions and endeavours to 
walk with God, but waiting upon him, he 
will ſtrengthen our hearts, Pſal. 27. 14. 
& 31. 24. Vea, and is faithful and will not 
ſuſſer us to be tempted above what we are 
able, but will with che temptation give 
an iſſue that we may be able to bear it, 
1 Cor, 10. 13, but alſo from this here pro- 
poſed after the mention of the patience and 
conſtancy of the Saints in faith and obedi- 
ences viz, The Bleſſed ſtate of the * 
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dure the heat, and burthen of the Day, or 
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that dye in the Lord, that they then reſt 
from their Labours , and ſhall receive a 
good Reward, Hold we faſt therefore the 


ofeſſion of the Faith Without wavering; 
—.— + A we ſhall have ſuch a Ned 
and Recompence; and that we have need 
of patience, that after we have done the will 
of God we may receive the Promiſe And yet 
« little while and He that (hall come will 
come and will not tarry, Heb. 10.23, 3 5,36, 
37.let us not for want of a little longer holds 
ing on our way, and induring Affliction, 
looſe ſo ſweet a Reſt and ſo wondrous a 
Bleſſedneſs as is in Chriſt Jeſus ſer before 
vs. Remember we, and be warned by 
Sauls example, who for want of a little 
more pom, an hour or two longer tar- 
rying for Samuel, loſt his Kingdom, 1 Sam. 
10 8. & 13. 8, 9, 10, 12, 3. Bebold we 
and learn of the Hnrbandmasn, who waiteth 
for the precious fruits of the earth and hath 
long patience for it until be receive the for- 
mer and the latter rain and be we alſo 
patient in ſeeking and wiiting for the bleſ- 
ſing of Heaven: ſtabliſn we our hearts, 
for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh , 
James 5. 7,*, O that our eye may be fo 
upon the bleſſed and glorious Reſt to be 
injoyed by us at Night, as that we may in- 


of 
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of that little ſmall part of it that yet 
remains | 

8. And then here is a motive and In. 
couragement too, to diligence in the work 
and ſervice of the Lord, and an Admoni- 
tion to take heed of loytering and idleneſe, 
or of doing badly; becauſe our works fol- 
low us Our Wealth will not follow us, 
nor any Places or Dignities, mens Honours 
ſnall not deſcend with them, onely their 
Works that they may be diſpoſed of, 
and in the great day receive Rewards ſul- 
ly according thereunto, let us then give 
diligence in good works to the full aſſu- 
rarce of hope to the end, and not be ſloth- 
ful, bur followers of thoſe who through 
" Faith and Patierce- inherit the Promiſes, 
ſeeing God i not unrig hteous to forget any 
work or labour of love ſhewed unto his Name. 
Heb 6.9,10, 11, 2. The ſleep of the la- 
bouring man i ſweet whether he eat little 
or mech. Eccleſ. 5. 12. let us labour and 
be induſtrious in the work of the Lord and 
then whether we have much or little in this 
world, we ſhall have a ſweet comfort- 
able reſt and ſleep when we go out of it un- 
to God; for he will ſa ſatiate the weary 
Soul, and repleniſh every ſorrowful Saul. 
as that when it awakes it ſhall be able to 
lay with Jeremiah, My fleep was ſweet 
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we may not immoderately Moura for them 
| as 
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untd we, Jer. 31. 25, 26. to this end let 
us look diligently co our Lord Jeſus, cleave 
cloſely to him, and abide in the believing 
views and remembrance of bim, who as 
He gave himſelf for us that he might re- 
deem ns from al iniquity, and puriſie to 
himſelf 4 peculiar people ⁊calous of good 
works. Tit. 2. 14. ſo he alſo is the root from 
whence we may derive all grace and virtue, 
to make us fruicful, Rev 22. 16. Avoid 
we the counſel of the ungodly , the way 
of ſinners, and the ſeat of the ſcornes, 
and exerciſe our ſelves diligently day and 
night in the Law of the Lord, the Goſpel 

our Salvation, that ſo we may be as the 
Trees of the Lord full of Sap, even filled 
with the fruits of Righteouſneſs that are by 
him. al. . 2, 3. & 104. 16, Be we 
always ſteafaſt, unmovable, from the hope 
of the Goſpel and ways of Righteouſneſs, 


 ebounding in the work of the Lord, foraſ- 


much as we know that our labour ſhall net 
be in vain i» the Lord, our works ſhall 
follow us to be glorioully rewarded by him, 
when we ſhall Reſt from the pain, labour 
1 exerciſe attending them, 1 Cor. 15. 
58. 

9. Laſtly, it affords Comfort alſo to us 
in behalf of ſuch as Dye is the Lord, that 


— 
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as thoſe that have no hope. 1 Tb. 4: 16, 
17. Death takes them not away ſo as 
they periſh from their Hope, they ſhall 
Riſe again , yea, God will bring them 
with Chriſt, and they ſhall Riſe Firſt, as 
is there ſaid, in the mean time they are 
at Reſt, and their good works are not loſt 
2 follow with them and they are Bleſ⸗ 

Comfort we our ſelves, and one ano- 
ther with theſe words, yea, Comfort we 
our ſelves in behalf of this ourSiſter deeeaſed, 
with them, whoſe Deceaſe occaſioned ( as 
She alſo before it requeſted it) our Confi- 
deration of theſe words, 

Truely though ſhe had here Weakneſſes 
and Infirmities common to humane fallen 
nature, and was not without all ſuch defile- 
ments as ſpring 'from Paſſions, and leſſer 
ſins, for which God was pleaſed alſo to 
chaſten her for ours, and others admoni- 
tion, yet we may through the grace of 
God afforded to and received by her, not 
doubt to ſay, That ſhe was à good Wo- 
man, and God humbling her by his cor- 
rections and chaſtiſements did ber much 
good in the latter end, and ſhe ſhewed 
good proof of her ern her 
t being much taken with, and ſet for the 


* 


knowledge of God and Chriſt in his „ 


28 we might in ſome good meaſute perceive 
in chat ſhe was very attentive to it, and 
defirous to have her Children (though but 
Mother in-law to them) mindful thereof 
alſo, yh, ſoberly and harmleſly ; as 
vIſo in both her former Lying - in, when ſhe 
had a very weak time (ſo as there was 
little hope of recovery for a great while) 
ſhe pave very good proof and evidence of 
her Faith and Patience, ſo as to ſing in 
her very great Weakneſs to God and his 
praiſes, Aud in this laſt | ying-in, whereof 
ſhe dyed (as in all her languiſhings and great 
weakneſſes before it) ſhe behaved her ſelf 
with ſo good hope in God, and deſires of 
being diſſolved and being with him, and 
with divers ſuch Chriſtian and pracious 
ſpeeches and demeanours, as gives us good 
hope comfortably to judge her one of 
thoſe Dead that have dyed in the Lord; 
and therefore to be Bleſſed , as being at 
Reſt from all her Labours, Weakneſſes, 
Languiſhings and whatever Toyls, Trou- 
bles or Temptations ſhe here encountred 
with, and that what good fruits are Works 
ſhe brought forth and acted, / as ſhe was 
not withougzluch ) follow with her into 
Gods preſence, ſo as that, through Chriſt 
and his Hood waſhing both her and them 

ſhe ſhall receive for chem a good Reward 


in 
* 


— ts Boa... / .. hne 


— — 


(117) 3 
in the Kingdom and Inheritance to be re: 
vealed. 

Bleſs we God, That there is ſuch a way 
made ſor us to be made good, and to ob- 
tain through Chrift ſo good hope for our 
ſelves and others, that we may live and 
dye inthe Lord and be ever Bleſſed: And 
Bleſs we him for the good wrought in her 
and the good hope ſhe expreſſed in Chriſt 
and God, and that we have concerning 
her: And let it be our great care ſo to 
believe on and abide in Chriſt , that we li- 
ving in and unto him while we are here, 
may alſo Dye in him and injoy the Bleſ- 
ſing here pronounced by this Voice from 
Heaven that ſaid, write, Bleſſed are the 
Dead that dye in the Lord from benceforth, 
Tea, ſaith the Spirit, that they may reſ 
from their Labours, and their Works do 
follow them, 


Bleſſed be Cod. 
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Epitaphium in Amicam ſuam 
D. REBECGAM JACKEFR, 


Mhbecille fuit corpus, quod terra ri paſtum | 
fam tenet in gremio non temeranda ſuo. | 
Ment ſuit & variu curis obnoxia, quare 
Hoſpitio fragili feſſa domum petiit 1 
Duam proprio noſtrum miſereſcens ſang uiut 
Omnibus aptavit, conſtituitq bonis.(Chriftus 
Et nunc quam falix I cui nec jam corpus em- 
Morbis, nec cnrit mens agitata ſuis. (tum 
Mens etenim at hertas ter Chriſtum aſcenſa 
( cathedr as 
Omnibus impetibus libera tuta manet. 
Ganuadia pereijiens ibi talia, qualia nullus, 
Quant umc unque ſciens hic habitans e 
rei & ei everſo Chriſto veniente ſepulchro 
e/Eterno ſocius fadere corpus crit, 
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An Epitaph 
Upon his Deceaſed Friend 
: Mrs. R. 7. 
15 was the Body which within its 
(womb 


Ihe conſecrated ground doth now intomb. 
Her mind expos d to cares, lothing at laſt 
So bad a lodging to that Home made haſt, 
Which Chriſt through his own Blood of 
( grace prepared 
And gives to all good men as their reward, 
And now how well in mind and body ſhe 
This from Diſeaſes, That from cares being 
N ( free | 
Her mind the heavenly Seats through Chriſt 
( — guide 
Aſcended, free from paſſions doth abide. 
Such joys in joy ing, as none here below 
However knowing, perfectly can know, 


 Wherein when Chriſt hath quite or'e-turn'd 


| (the Grave 
It ſhall it Body partner ever have. 
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